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increaſe of all graces in this life, and end- 
leſſe happineſle in the lite 


.to come, 


SO ZIZ 


w Ow bada gueſt ſinneis,and bow unworthy to be in- 
tertaynedin the houſe of our hearts,there is no man 
but will readily confeſſegf he conſider, firſt, how di- 
ligent it is ts ſolicit and allure to euill, alwayes pro- 
uoking and mtiſing to offend; and when it hath 
prenatied;how lamorons it is and ready to accuſe vs , neuer ſuſſe- 
ring vs tohaue true peace and quietneſſe, vntill by ſome meanes or * 
other, we finde our ſelues reconciled to him againſi whom we haue 
offended. Neither by any other way can this atonement with God 
be wrought, ſo that our conſciences may without feare ſtand before 
God, but by him only whom God hath ſet forth to be areconcilia- rom.z;ag. 


tion through faith in his bloud. He # called Teſus, becauſe he Matcr.xr, | 


| 


. 
” 
IF \ 


ſaueth his people from their ſins. 49d, we haue peace with Rom.s.1. 

God through Ieſus Chriſt our Lord. Now this peace with 

God, which Chriſt by his death hath wrought , paying for 4 ran- 

ſome thereof, his precions bloud, is made to awellin our hearts, by 
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an «aſſured faith., and ſiedfaſt apprehenſion-of the mereies 0{God | 
#n Chriſt. | 155 IE. 
But A light of comfort which this miſt ſweet coct ine ſhould 
make to ſhine to ſuch, as feeling the bur#icn of their ſinue, groneto 
bee eaſed of the ſame , is ſo dimmca «nd darkened by the clouds of 
Merits, and ſuch SatisfaiTions as men hane deuiſedtoblinde the 
eyes of the ſimple witha!”, that hardly they can finde thit true con- 
ſolation. 1 thereſore in two Sermons, preacncaat Durham, inde- 
woured according to my {malltalent, to [cattcr thoſe miſts ,anito 
make the Sunne of truth to ſhine to all ſuch, as wilfullygdoe wet 
winke again# the ſame. Waerein how little ſoeuer 1 haue perfor- 
med, my indeuour was to take away ſome ſtumbling blocks (mhere- 
by the unlearned hane beene ſomerchat hindered) that the truth 
might bane free paſſage. Thi ſhort Treatiſe bath long lyen hid- 
den in corners, almoſt quite forgotten,at the leaſt without any pur- 
poſe that 1 had to publiſh the ſame,untit/a right worſhipfullfriend 
thinking better thereof ,then it was my part to aoeſhewed himſelfe 
very forward to farder the publiſhing of it. Seeing therefore it 
muſt come tolight, Thumbly intreat your Lordſhipthat it may goe 
forth vnaey the ſhaddew of your protection, whohane moit right 
». thereto, not only inreſpect of your Honours diners fauonrs ſhew - 
ed to my ſelfe, but becauſe the Sermon; were {long ſimce) preached 
in your Cathedral Church, perchance alſo in. your owne heint, at 
. theleaſt by one denoted to your Lordſhip, who will pray the Father 
of all graces to inrich your Honour with his heauenly bleſdings , to 
the comfort of Gods Church, while here youliue, andin the end ta 
your endleſſe end unſpeakable ioy,in a better life. 


Your Honours in all duety. | 
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Rom. 3. 28, 


Wi conclude that a man is iuftified 6 7 Faith, without the workes 
of the Law, 


LL knowledge of things godly, and neceſſary 
for this life of ours, is good and commen- 
dable: but none more needful for a Chriſtian, 
either yet ſo comfortable for a wounded and x1, << 
afflicted conſcience, as that which teacheth needfull 
vs, how, and by what meanes , weenay have know- 
1k peace with God. For when without partiality ledge. 
wetake a view of our ſclues,and conſider duly of our owne waies 
(which thing we muſt doe, before we can haue true quietnefle at 
home in our 6wn conſciences,orperfe& reconciliation with God) 
we cannot but ſee in our {elues many wants and infirmities, often 
doing the euill we ſhould not,omitting alſo and that not ſeldom, 
the good duties which we ſhould performe:alwajes wanting thar 
cheerefulneſle, alacritie,and-ſfinceritic in the good things we inde- 
uour or take jn hand, which muſt by Chriſt, ſeaſon our worke,and 
make it acceptable to God, In regard of ſo manifold imperfeCti- 
ons,how ſhall we be able with confidence artd affurance, to ſtand 
before that-iuſt Iudge, who alſo ſeeth the very ſecret of ourharts, 
andſcarcheth our hidden thoughts(and therefore beforehim,cuen 
the leaſt and moſk vnknowne offence lyeth open) vnleſle we.know 
afſuredly that our atonement is made? 
The Apoſtle $.Pawl,as in many other places, ſo in theſe wordes. 
alſo, preacheth vnto vs moſt plainely,, the meanes of our atone-, 
menr, and hoy ig cometh -to paſſe that weare reconciled to Gady 
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and (as I may fay) friended with him. Burt Satan,thar ancient enc- 
mie to mankind, who ſecketh, and that molt greedily,the deftruc= 
tion of our body& ſoule,by his inſtruments in the Popiſh Church, 
indeuoureth to dimme this Sunne-ſhine,that we ſhould not inio 
that ſweet comfort : and to put this candle vnder the buſhcll of 
violent and falſc interpretations ; leſt the light thereof, ſhining in 
the houſe of God, ſhould diſcouer the abſurditic of their errors. I 
therefore will aflay (as God ſhall inable me) ro pur this candle in a 
candle-ſticks, that it may gme light to the whole bonſe of God, by free- 
ing it from their wreſte ay an 

To come then roundly to the matter, the difference between vs 
and ouraduerſaries concerning theſe words,ſtandeth eſpecially in 
two points : The one is the interpretation and meaning_ of the 
——_ themſclues : for the other, they much miſlike the Conclu- 
fion (of our iuſtification by Faith only) which out of the wordes 
we gather. Therefore will I (by Gods affiſtance) frfl, iuſtifie our 
expoſition, then alſo our concluſion. Which that I may more fully 
performe, I purpoſe in the third place to anſiere the principall 
obicRions that they haue out of Gods word, whereby theſe ſecke 
to —_— our doctrine. 

And firſt this word of iuſtifying,our aduerſaries following that 
ſenſe which the Latine word may yeeld, as if :ufificare,to iuttifie, 
muſt be to make righteous , doe take it for an inherent righteou(- 
nefle : as if the Apoſile had ſaid, By faith we are inabled to liue ho. 
lily, and to haue increaſe in righteouſneſle. True it is, I confeſſe, 
that our gracious God, of his infinite goodnefle and mercy, wor- 
keth in vs holinefle alſo , and godlineſſe , Purifying our hearts by 
Faith, without which it ss impoſuible to pleaſe God; and therefore iu- 
Rification in that ſenſe, we denie not, but willingly acknowledge 
it to be an effe of Faith,and that all our goodneſle groweth from 
it,as the fruit from the roote, and heat and light from the Sunne : 
but the queſtion which is now to be anſwered, is, how the word 
(1ſtified) mult here in theſe wordes of S. Paul be taken ? : 

I fay then, it is moſt likely that S. Pawl, being of the kindred of 
Iſrael, of the tribe of Beniamm , an Hebrew of the Hebrewes , as hee 
was beſt acquainted with the Hebrew phraſe, ſo he would rather 
vic it then the Latine. Nay,this is more then likely, becauſe in this 
Chapter before, he hath vſcd this very word according to the 
rew phraſe, and in that ſenſe, that jt hath commonly in the 
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Juſtification by Faith. 


Scripture, as our aduerſaries themſelucs muſt needes confeſle, in 
his allegation out of the 5 1. Pſalme. Ir is therefore very abſurd, 


\ that our aduerſaries, to confirme their ſenſe of this word, are for- 


ced ſo to vnderſtand it, as it is neuer , or at the leaſt yery ſeldome 
\ndciſtood in the Scripture, ſo that hardly they can alleage any 
teſtimonies , where of necefitie it muſt bee taken in their ſenſe : 
whereas we areable to bring very many,which they confeſſe muſt 
haue our ſenſe, 

Another abſurditic I find in their interpretation,that they con- 
found theſe two notable benefits which we haue by Chriſt : that 
15,0ur iuſtification,& our fanctification. Of the fir(t he ſpeaketh in 
this place,& to the end of the fift Chap: and of the latter he begins 
to ſpeake in the fixt Chap. as to the end I need not ſtand long in 
proofe hereof) Tho.of Aquine Cm know,our aduerſaties wil 
truſtin a greater matter then this is) ſhall teſtifie for vs intheſe 
wordes : After the Apoſtle hath ſhewed,t hat by the grace of Chriſt we 
are freed from ſjunes paſt ; as well that which hath b:ene brought in by 
the firſt man, as that which by the Law abonndeth : here he ſbeweth that 
by the grace of Chriſt, power & guen vs to reſiit ſinne afterward, And 
this he tcacheth, entring into his expoſition ypon the fixt Chap- 
ter of this Epiſtle to the Rowans, prouing directly that which I 
haue ſaid. Now,the confounding of theſe two benefits, which the 
Apoſtle here and elſe-where diſtinguiſherh, is very abſurd. 

But here by the way I would aske a queſtion of our Romiſh 
Maſters, what they thinke of theſe wordes of their Angellical Do- 
Ror ? Forif it be true that he ſaith, as it is indeed molt true, and 
well warranted by the Word it ſelfe : then is it moſt falſe that our 
aduerſaries here ſay,that the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of an inherent righ- 
teouſneſſe, which I thus proue; Inherent righteouſneſle is forthe 
auoiding of finne to come, but the Apoſtle ſpeaketh not of the a- 


- voiding of finne tocome, before the beginning of the fixt Chap- 


ter: therefore, before the beginning of the ſixt Chapter, he ſpea- 
kethnot of inherent righteouſneſſe. The Miner, which is onely 
by them to be denyed, is taken out of the words of Tho, Aquinas, 

. Beſides theſe ablurdities, we haue ſtrong arguments , whereby 


to refell their interpretation. As firſt , the intent and meaning of The Apo- | 
the Apoſtle, who from the 16. verſe of the firſt Chapter, vnto theſe Niles wean 


words, proueth, that all both Iewes and Gentiles tend innecd of 


the mercy of God, becaule they are all found guiltie before him. 
Tne 
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The Gentiles not hauing the Law written, yet had ſuch light of 
nature ſhining in their heart, as taught them ſo far forth ro know 
what was good, and what was bad, that they had their thoughts 
accuſing one another when they did cuil] , or excuſing , if they lived 

according to that knowledge. But they walked not after that 
light, neither followed that which their owne conſcience told 

them was good; they ſhewed not in their life rhe eff: of the Law 

written im their hearts ; but might ſay with that vnt.appy woman 

M £08 A, Video meliera prcbeg,, deterioraſequer : [ (ce and approne 
that which is better, [ follow that which & worje. 

As for the Tewes, among whom were the Lawes of God writ- 
ten in tables of ſtone, and that they might neuer bee vnmindfull 
thereof, they had their Prieſts for an ordinatiemeane of their in- 
ſtruction , yea the Prophets alſo as Gods extraordinary remem- 
brancers, to put them in remembrance of their duty,and of Gods 
Law ; they, I ſay, who had greater helps to haue bcene better ; 
yet liued ſo little according to that Law, that the Apoſtle thus 
chargeth them , The name of God is blaſphemed among the Gentiles 
for you. Hereupon the Apoſtle thus concludeth, har by the works 
of the Law, ſhall no fleſh be inſtificd in Gods ſight, 

But the Apoſtle hauing thus proued, that all hare ſinned, and are 
deprined of the glory of God , will not leave vs in that vncomfor- 
table caſe, bur ſheweth by and by how we are deliucred, And as 
he hath taught vs, that all both Iewes,and Gentiles, are tranſgteſ- 
ſors of the Law, and by tranſgreſhon guiltie : ſo now moſt com- 
fortably he declareth,how we ſhall be acquitted of our tranſgreſ\- 
fon, that we may plead not guilty. The quettion then being, how 
we bcing breakers of Gods Law , may appeare before our God, 
and with confidence, and plead not guilty.This we can never doe 
by any inherent righteouſneſſe, no goodnefle, no holineſle, thar 
in this vale of miſcry, while wee carry about vs this lumpe of fin- 
full fleſh, wee can attayne vnto, may acquite vs before God , but 
this muſt be by faith in Teſus Chriſt,as the Apoſtle teacheth. Now 
by this itis plaine enough, that the Apofile ſaying wee are iuſti- 
fied by Faith,and bringing this as the concluſion of all his former 
diſcourſe, ſhould ſpeake nothing to the purpoſe,if he would here 
tell ys how we may liuc righteouſly , who muſt rather teach vs 
how we may be freed from the danger , wherein hee hath proued 
that all men are, 

And 
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' Andasthe Apoſtle had in theſe words no meaning to ſhew how 
weeare inabled to walke in holineſle(for of that he meaneth after. 
ward to ſpeake, as before I ſhewed) ſo the words themſelues doe 
ſufficiently confutc our aduerſarfes , as by this argument may bee 
proued. The Apolile ſpeaketh in theſe words,of ſuch Tuſtifcari- 
on, as is not gotten or had by workes: bur the Juſtification in the 
Popith ſence is only by works, therefore the Popiſh Tuſtification 
is notthat which the Apoſtle mentioneth, The Aſavor is plaine by 
the words of this text. A mas. is inflified without workes, The Minor 
they will not deny. For that increaſe of righteoulncfle, which our 
aduerſaries ſo much ſpeake of, is nothing elſe, but to 1oyne vertwe 
with faith, and with vertue knowledge , and with knowledge terpe- 
rance, aud with temperance patience, and with patience godlimeſſe, and 
with godlineſſe brotherly kindneſſe , and with brotherly kindneſſe lone, 
Such a continuall labouring to be adorned with all goodnefle, is 
the Tuſlification,thar is by inherent righteouſneſſe.This,I confeſle, 
is a goodly ornament ynto a Chriſtian, But if wee looke well a- 
bout vs, we ſhall find it too ſhort to couer our imperfeions , and 
therefore muſt wee ſecke otherwiſe to appeare righteous before 
God, namely, in the righteouſneſſe of Ieſus Chriſt, by whom wee 
haue torgiveneſle of ſinnes. And whereas the Apoſtle denyed that 
wee arc iuſtified by workes, would you not thinke hee ſpoke ver 
abſurdly , to take this word as the Romiſh Church ks 
it? Forto ſay a man is made godly without good workes(and this 

they muſt ſay) is as if .I ſhould afhirme, any thing to be burnt in 
the fire, withoutheate. ; 

Againe, Tuſtification in our aduerſaries fencc is alwayes in do- 
ing. Foritis our regeneration or new birth, our renouation or 
ſanCification, which can neuer bee perfeted,ſolong as wee are in 
this fleſh, and carry abour with vs this bodie ſubica to finne, 
Heere wee are militant and firiuing , after,wee muſt looke for the 
crowne. Heerc we are Pilgrimes, after this wee ſhall be Citizens, 
and reſt in ioy, For now wee kyow but in part, wee omecn in part: 
But whenthat which ts perfelt is come,then that which is in part ſhall be 
aboliſhed. And as our knowledge is but in part,cuen ſo, yea much 
more is our obedience heere very maimed and ynperfett. That 
Paul himſclfe confeſſerh,Oar inward man is renewed Eibach he.) 
And hee whoſe prayſc is in the Scripture for wiſdome, doth verie 


aptly liken, the way of the righteonsto the morning, vhat ſhineth 
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the light, that ſoineth more and more, vnto the perfelt day. By which 
fit fimilitude Sa/omers ſertteth forth vato vs,the continuall increaſe 
in godlineſle, that an inherent righteouſnefſe (thatT may ſo terme 
our maimed and vnperfeR obedience) can bring forth, Saint Bey- 
zardpithily and prettily exprefſſeth as much, comparing man 1n 
reſpect of his fall, vnto one that fallerh vpon a heape of ttones and 
inthe myre too, Cecidimus ſnper acernnm lapidum (layth he) & im 
Into; unde non ſolum inquinatr, ſed etiam vulnerati, & gramter quaſe- 
ſati ſum : Lanari quidem cito poſſumns ; ad ſanandam vero opus eſt 
curatione multa, We hane falne vpon a heape of ſtones and inthe mire; 
ſo as wee are not only defiled, but wounded alſo and ſore bruiſed, Wee 
may quickly be waſht, but to heale vs there muſt bee long time, By wa- 
ſhing away our myre, he meaneth our Iuſtification, which he ſaith 


. may ſoone be,but by healing our wounded and bruiſed nature,he 


ynderſtandeth our fanRification, which is long in doing. There. 
fore molt truly, ſayth Saint eAagnitine,$Sane renouatio y got fit tn 
momento: Truly ts renewing or new birth 1s uot wrought of a ſudden, 

Andnow.o adde an Aſſumption to that propoſition, that righ- 
teouſneſſe of which Saint Pax! ſpeaketh,is alreadic in them thar 
arc juſtified : We are inſtified (ſayth hee) as ſpeaking ofa thing al- 
readie perfited : as alſo elſewhere, being inſtificd by faith , wee haue 
peace with Ged.The ſame Apoſtle telling the Corinthians, that For- 
nicatours, Idolaters,&c.ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God: & apply- 
ing this vato them, ſaith, Such were ſome of you, but you are inſtified, 
Theſe reaſons then being wel conſidered of, giue vs to vnderftand, 
that there is ſo great "—" Avon betweene that ſence of this'word 
Tuſtification which our aduerſaries would haue, and that which is 
agreeable to the Apoſtles meaning , as that their expoſition of 
this word heere,cannot be good and true, 

Burt as I miſlike (and that iuſtly) of that they teach;ſo is it need- 
ful T ſhould ſhew what is the true meaning of this word.We ſecke 
no ſtrange ſ1gnification of the word, neyther force it to any other, 
then that in the Scriptures moſt commonly it hath, and moſt pro- 
perly belongeth vnto it. This I might proue by infinite teſtinto- 
nies: I will produce but ſome few. Hee that inſlificth the wicked 
(layth Salomon ) and hee that condemmeth the inſt, enen they both are 
abomination wnto the Lord. Inlikeſortin E/ay , God by that Pro- 
phet denounceth , Woe to ther that inflifie the wicked. 1Iknow,our 
aduerſaries will notſay, that woe ſhall be to them that ſhall make 
a wicked 
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+ a wicked man righteous, and reforme his vngodlinefle : butto 


ſuch as callexill good, or good exill, The Prophet Danid acknow- 
ledgeth his ſinnes to be verie __ , that Gopys faithfulneſſe in 
ſhewing mercic to him , may bee confeſſed, that thon (ſayth hee) 
maiſt be inſtifiedin thy ſayings : which words the Apoſtle in this ye- 
rie Chapter A , as before is ſaid, But that God Rtandeth 
inneedto be iuſftified in the Popiſh ſence,our aduerſaries dare not 
for ſhame ſay. To be ſhort, the Prophet Dama prayeth thus, Ex. 
ter not into indgement withfhy ſeruants, O Lord:for in thy ſight , ſhall 
10 man ling Finflified In all which and infinite moeplaces that 
I might produce, the word iuſtifying is fo taken, as that a man is 
abſolued or acquited, that hee is pronounced not guiltie: and ſo 
mult it in theſe words be vnderſtood, when the Apoſtle ſayth,wee 


are inſlified by faith, that is, by faith wee ſtand beforeGop, and 


may plead, not ouiltie, 
For confirmation of that which I hane ſaid,I vſe this argument, 
Saint Pal ſpeaketh heere of ſuch Juſtification, as maketh ys to 
haue peace with God. Foro are the words of the Apoſtle, Being 
iuſtifid by fauth , wee hame peace with God: But Iuſtification in the 
Popiſh ſence maketh vs not to haue peace with Go vw, andin our 
ſence it bringeth peace with God : therefore Saint Pal ſpeaketh 
not of Tuſtifcatio in the Popiſh ſence, but in ours. My Minor only 
is to be proued: (for I haue alreadie ſhewed that the Apoſile auer- 
reth the Mazor and that hath two parts,the one negatiue, where- 
in I deny Juſtification in their ſence to bring peace with God: the 

other afhrmatiue, that in our ſence ir doth, oy 
That Iuſtification, as it is a doing of good workes,andaliuing 
righteouſly, ſo farre forth as mans frailetic will permit, (which is 
the ſence that our aduerfarics ſay belongs to this word heere) can- 
not procure our peace with God , Iproue, be: auſe the perfetion 
of the Law which wee are commanded to obſerue and keepe, is 
ſuch as man canneuer attaine to the fulfilling thereof. For who is 
hee that can ſo rule his affections by the Spirit, that hee can in all 
ſincerity and ſoundnefle ferue the Lord? Not any Man,but Chriſt, 
could euer doe it, as the godly moſt plainely confeſſe. The reaſon 
is, becauſe the Law commandeth perfe&ion , and our weakeneſle 
is not ableto performe it. The Apoſtle teacheth vs ſo much, ſay- 
ing: It was impeſſible for the Law, in much as it was weake, becauſe 
of the fleſh, to free vs from the Law of finne or of death. If then cur 
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obedience be ſo ynperfit, can wee hope to finde quietneſle in our © 


conſciences, and peace with Go» , when wee ſhall ſtand before 
him, who becaulc he is infinite in wiſedome, ſeeth all things, bee 
they done neuer ſo ſecretly or in the darke, yea, hee heareth what 
we whiſper in the care, and knoweth the moſt ſecret thoughts of 
the heart : and becauſe be is iuſt, will puniſhtranſgreſſors, and in 
that he is Almightie, .is able to take vengeance? No, no, our beſt 
workes can in this cafe giue vs no ſecuritie, Then by inherent 
righteouſneſle we haue nor peace with God, 

But that knowing our ſe]ues to bee acquited of our ſinnes, wee 
haue peace with G o Þ (and in that ſence wee take this word 
of inſtifying) it is moſt plaine, For firſt , the thing that hindreth 
this our peace, is finne: finne, I fay, that naughtie and noy- 
ſome neighbour, euen the worſt neighbour that any man can 
dwell with. It neuer reſteth but eyther by faire meanes or foule,it 
intiſeth to conſent to it. For what elec is that Law that Paul did 
ſee in hiz mebers,rebelling againſt the Law of his mind,and leading hims 
captiue vuto the law of ſine, which was tn his members? And when it 
hath preuailed,it ;s ener before v5.as a ſeruant of God complaineth, 
neither will itlet vs take any reſt, :# /yeth at the dooye of our con- 
ſcience, alwaics accufing, and bawling againſt vs, And marke 1 
pray you what ſowre fruit this bitter roote yeeldeth': It maketh 
a breach betweene God and vs, as the Prophet Eſay telleth Gods 
people in his dayes : Your ſinnes haue ſeparated betweent you and 
your God, and your iniquities hane hidden his face from you, that hee 
will not heare. And by that meanes wee are depriued of many 
bleſſings, which G o Þ victh to beſtow vpon his ſeruants, as ano- 
ther of the Prophets alſo ſaith to the Jewes : Yowr iniquities haue 
turned away theſs things (ſpeaking of raine in due ſeaſon, and the 
appointed time of harucſt) aud your finnes hane hindered good things 
{rom you. And yet by {inne, wee haue greater hurt then this, For 
God denounceth many plagues againſt his peopleif they tranſ- 
orcfſe, which alfo, that he can powre ypon the inhabitants of the 
carth, when in his iuſt iudgement hee will execute the ſame, the 
drowning of the World in that generall deluge, and the caſting of 
fire and brimſtone from Heauen ypon thoſe wicked Cities of the 
plaine, and the rooting out of that Nation, which he did chuſe to 
ſerue him, doth ſufficiently teach ys. Vntill then, ſinne ſo odious 
to GoÞ, ſo grieuous ynto.men , bee taken away, it is m__— 
racre 
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there ſhould be any true quietneſle or peace vnto men. For Go p 
often telleth-his people, howſocuer they would flattex themſelues 
in heir owne ſtrength or in the friendſhip of their contederates, 
or in their externall ceremonies and ſeruice of Go y in outward | 
ſhew; That there 1s nopeace to the wicked: but they ſhall [ye downe in props; 
ſorrow, and feare where no feare is , becauſe they haue promiled to yortey 
themlelues , peace and ſafetie, without this atonement with God, r.Theſ:5.: 
Out af all which.it doth appeare, that if wce will haue peace with + x 
God, we mult firſt haue finne, this cumberſome neighbour, remo- 
ued, which altogether hindereth this reconciliation, whereby we 
hane quietneſle of conſciences. 

Therefore the Apoſtletelleth vs, that Wee are inſtified freely by Rowe. 3.24. 
Gods grace, throuzh the redemption that ts 19 Chriſt Teſus , whom God If 
hath ſet forth to bee a reconciliation through faith in his blond , to de- an wn 
clare hisrighteonſne ſſe by the forgineneſſe of ſinnes that are paſt through wich God 
the patience of Gol. And the ſame Apolile preaching at Antioch, þ, for. 
teachcth this Juſtification in theſe wordse Men & brethren.through giueneſſe 
this man t preached vnto you forginenefſe of ſinnes, as alſo elſewhere, vt linne, 
By Chrift we hane redemption through hs blond, the forgineneſſe of por np 
ſinnes, according to bis rich grace. Which great and inc{limable be- dias 
nefit whoſo feelcth , hath to his vnſpeakeable comfort, a moſt 
ſweet taſt of that bleſſednes which the Apoſtle out of the Prophet 
David mentioneth. Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are forginen, or pſ;,,x 1 
whoſe ſinnes are conerea: Bleſſed is the man, to whom the Lordimpu- Rom.4.7.s, 
teth net fine, Fide vinents ( ſayth Saint Auguſtine) ſoluuntur pec- A#g- de 
cata : He who lizeth by faith, hath bis ſinnes forginen him, And Saint pong ; 
Hierome hauing written thus, Per ſolam fidem inſtificat Dew: God ata 
by faith only doth inſtifie , doth after ſhew how this iultification is, Rom.4s 
and in what manner: Propoſuit per ſolam fidem peccata dimittere : * 

He purpoſed to forgine ſinnes Ly faith only. And thus by forgiue- 

nefle of finnes, the cauſe of this dangerous iarre betwcene G.o » 
and vs being taken away,we haue boldnefle to cal him Father, and 
to ſtand before him pleading not guiltie, 

But God gaue a Lawto his people, That ne ſo:uld appeare be- Exo.r3-15, 
fore the Lord emptie, So that being now freed from ſinne : yet mutt ©G99d 
we be fraught and loden with hoiinefle and righteouſncſſe, Well workak 
therefore doth Saint Peter ont of the Pſalme conioyne theſe two P/a. 34-14, 
precepts, E/chew enill, doe good. But where ſhall this goodneſle be 1-Pet.z.17, 
had? Orhow ſhall wee get any thing, that may bee acceptable to 
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God ? Our light is bur darkeneſle, our righteouſneſle, but as tai. 

ned clothes. And when we hauc indeuoured our ſelues as much ag 

we are able to ſerue the Lord, yet ſhall we find many wants,much 
imperfeRion. It is therefore good, we doe as did Bernard,who of 

Ber.in Can- himſelfe thus writeth : Ego vero fidenter qued ex me mihs deeft, vſur- 
OE I. po mibiex viſceribus Domini, quia miſericordia affiuunt; nec deſunt fo. 
wh "Ii ramina per que effinant, 1 (ſayth Bernard ) doe boldly take ont of the 
plycth all #5owels of the Lord that which I want of mine owne ; becauſe they 4- 
our wants. bowund with mercie, neyther want they holes bywhich they may ouſt out. 
And after he addeth what holes theſe are; Foderunt mania cine , & 

pedes ein, latu/qne lancea foranerunt, & per has rimas licet mibi (nu. 

gere mel de petra, oleumque de ſaxo anriſſimo , ideſt, ouſtare & vid:re 

Pſal.11.16. 944m ſuautseſt Dominus : They hane pierced mine hands and my 
feet, and hane opened my fide with a ſpeare , and by theſe rifts, [ may 

ſucks hony ont of the rocke , and oyle out of the hard:ft lone, that x, I 

may taſte and ſee how ſweet the Lord ss. h 

And we may with the greater boldneſle claime this righteoul. 

neſſe that is in Chriſt , becaute that wee being by faith made one 

Imputatis with Chriſt, and married vnto him, hee by right of marriage, is 
of Chrits made partaker of our ſinnes, to caſe vs of the heauje weight of 
iuſtice. that burden : and we in regard thereof too, haue an intereſt in his 
1.Co7.1.30. righteouſneſle. For be i made unto vsof God, wiſedome and righ.. 
teonſneſſe, and ſanitification , and redemption. Which imputation of 
Chriſts righteouſneſſe , howſocuer our aduerſaries doe much mil. 
like; yet eAbrabam hadit, anditis arighteouſneſſe that belong - 
eth to all that belecue. Saint Bermard,though he ſaw nor all things, 
yet he ſaw much ſweetnefle in this moſt comfortable dodrine, ſo 
much condemned in the Romiſh Church. Aſ/ignataeft ({ayth hee) 
homini aliena in#litia,qui Aruit ſna;sAnotbers righteouſneſſe is aſſig- 
- ned to man, for that hewanted his owne, And alittle after : Cuy nor 
aliunde inflitia quuim alinnde reatus ? Way may not we hane righteouſ- 
neſſe from another, ſecing guiltineſſe ts from another ? Againe , Tw- 
tior efl mihs donata, quam inuata , That which i ginen mee, is ſafer 
oe then that which « bred inmee, And thus T truſt T haue ſufficiently 
proued, that finne being aboliſhed, and the condemnation there. 
of taken away; and we appearing before God in Chriſt his righ- 
tcouſneſſe, which is ynto vs as E/ans garment which was vnto /- 
ſaak of a ſweet ſauour;we,I ſay,ftand as not guiltie,and haue peace 
Rom.5.1. With God,throngh Ieſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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T he ſecondatrfference, betweene our Aduerſaries and ys, is of the , 
word Faith; For explanation whereof, I will-not enter into con- What | 
ſiderationof all the fignifications that this word hath, but onely —_ 
ſearch how in theſe wordes it muſt be taken. Our aduerſaries lay, 
it is Aſſerſue ſolum ſirmus & certus,ad ea omuia que Dems credenda n,y,y. 1; 


TY" 


propomt :A conſtavit and ſure aſſent only, wnto all things which God Jultficl,n, 


world hanevsbeleene.” This is the faith that our Aduecrfarieslay, £P«5e 
S. Paul ſpeaketh of, when he telleth'vs, we are iuſtified by faith. 
Stapleton our Countriman, indeuoureth.out of SF, Auguſtine, to Step, An- 


prouethe ſufficiency ofthis definition. Ando this end he allea- /id, in Kon. 


'u2,de 


[og theſe-wordes : Nu! dubizim.eft eam fidem commendari ab Apo= 7: 


ole qua creditur Deo:'No doubt the «Apoſtle commendtth that faith Spir. & bit 


whereby we beleene God, Theſe wordes, wee confeſle, are S.: Awugn- ccp.z1. 
fines, and, as he ſpeaketh them , moſt true : but by Stapleton wre- To bc- 
ſted from their right and naturall ſenſe, -For whereas in the for. |cue God 
mer Chapter this Father had ſpoken of rwo kinds of: Faith , the Cap.3t. 
one whereby we beletneGod,the other wherby we belzowein God: To be- 
now inthis Chapter he intreateth firſtof the former, commending lecue in 
ſuch as beleeue God, and that which hee teacheth, rather then o, God. 
ther Maſters. And that this is A»gyftines meaning, himſclfe can 
beſt tell; Fe muſt _ (faith this Father) what faith the Apoſtle cap.z2. 
ſo greatly commendeth , for ecry beletning tsnot good, For whence us 
that ; Brethren, beleeut not enery ſpirit, but try the ſpirit, whether it 1.100.4.1, 
be of God ? And ſo he goeth forward, to proue that cuery doctrine 
is not to be belecued, andthereupon afhrmeth, by way of concſu- 
fion,that which Stapleton alleageth,that the Apolile commendeth 
the faith, whereby we belceue that God faith. Bur after, remem- 
bring that $. [amzes commandeth to «kg i» faith, of that faith he 1am.1.6, 
faith, This is the faith whereby the inſt mani lieth ; This is the faith | 
whereby a mav beleeneth in God, who iuſtificth the wicked, And thus 
wee ſee how vntruly Stapleton dealeth, in theallegation of his 
proofe, out of eAzgaſtine, for to iuſtifie their definition of faith, 

But ” von this their definition of iuſtifying faith,we haue di- Th, po. 


uers reaſons, For firſt, the rules of Logicke teach vs, that in all piſh dcfi- * 


definitions wee muſt take heed, thar the-definition extend no fur- nition a- 
der, then to thething that is defined, and therefore are ſuch diffe- 8*<< | 
rences therein to be yſed,as may diſtinguiſh that which we would Ps in 
define, from all other thin os : for otherwiſe a man ſhall not know gaigh only. 
by the definition, what a thing is , and ſo the definition ſhall not 
; | doe 
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doc that, for which end only it is made. But this their definition 
of iuſtifying faith,extendeth further then to the thin S defined.For 
it comprehendeth the faith which may be, andis in many wicked 
,ones,who neither arc,nor ever ſhall be iuſtified, becauſe euen they 
may aſſent roall the articles of Religion,.as daily experience pro- 
ueth ſufhiciently. | 
_ $. Augr;ſtive, beſides the place before alleaged, clſewhere alſo 
ſpeakerh of two ſorts of faith, the one js to beleeuc God, the 0. 
ther to belecue in God. But inhis Sermons of the time, he men- 
tioneth three kinds of belccuing, Firſt , to belecue that God is, 
and this is'one ſtep to God,as the Apoſtle to the Hebrewes teachs 
eth vs : He that commeth'to Ged, muff beleene that God rs,The ſecond 
is to belecue God, that is to ſay, that which Godteacheth, and 
this S. Augauſtme doth worthily commend (as is ſaid) but yet of it 
he affinmeth,that credere vera ofſe que loquitur mmlts & mali poſſint: 
Many cnen enill men, may belaeye it is true that God ſpeaketh,” Now 
the third ſort is:of ſuch. as belecuc;in God , which onelyis thar 
which in the Crecde we confefle, and is auaileable to iuſtification 
cucn by Angaſtines iudgement, as whoſo readeth his words, muſt 
needes acknowledge, ;. . . | 
Nov our aduertaries reſt but vpan the ſecond ſort: of belec- 
uing, and ſeckeno further. Which is much like as if a ficke man 
ſhould be perſwaded , that a Phyſicion hath skill enough to helpe 
him, and the Apothecary hath drugs enow to doe him good, bur 
reapethnort the fruit of the Phyſicions counſell, nor getterth any 
goodiof the Aporthecarics tore, becauſohe neither followeththe 
Phyficions counſell,nor receiueth any medicine from the Apothe- 
cary. For ſuch a generall perſwaſion , without a particular appli- 
cation, profiteth little, For this aſſent, which is in their faith,muſt 
not be cordes (+ volnntatss, of the heart or will , as Bellarmine:vn- 
truly teacheth vs, and others too, but only mentis & intelletinu:Of 
the minde or onderflaxaing : in fo much as he maketh the minde or 
ynderſtanding, to be the ſeat of faith,noting it for a ſecondpoint 
of difference, betweene vs and them, that wee ſay faith is in the 
heart, which they deny, and place it only in the minde. But if in 
the heart it bee-not, then can it not haue the application that I 
ſpoke of. | | 
Againſt this their opinion, I thus reaſon: Tuſtifying faith is in 
the heart: Popiſh faithis notin the heart ; therefore, Popiſh faith 
| 1s 
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Inflifcation by Faith. 


let that iuſtifying faith,” My Minor is the doftrine of the Pa. - 


piſts, and of Bellarmine among other,as is ſaid before. The Maier, 
or firſt propoſition, $.Parl will proue for me ſufficiently , ſo that 
it may not K denyed. With the heart a man beleeneth unto _— 
onſneſſe, What can be more plaine ? Becanſe you are ſonnes (ſaith the 
ſame Apoſtle elſewhere) God hath ſent forth the Spirit of bis Sonne 
into your hearts, And what worketh it thereby ? The Apoſtle tel- 
leth vs : Whereby wee cry Abba, Father, And how learne wee this 
leflon of rhe Spirit ? Firſt, the Spirit teacheth ys to belecue, and 
to-have confidence, and then this faith bringeth forth prayer as a 
fruit.. For, How ſhall they call en him in whom they bane net beleened? 
Thc Eunuch, after Philip had inſtructed him in the faith, asked, if 
he mightnot be baptized ? Philip made anſwere : If thou beloenet 
with all thine heart, thowmaift, Arator therefore,a Chriitian Poet, 
who wrote abour 1100. yeeres fince., hath theſe wordes: Corde 
ſalus credentss erit, confeſſiowvoce: In theheart , is the ſaluation of the 
bel:ener,the confeſſion is i» the mouth. To be ſhort, -vnfaithfulneſſe 
is by the Apoſtle afſigned to the heart : T «ke keed brethren ( faith 
he) left there be in any of you at any time an euill keart and onfaithfull, 
#0 depart away frem the linmg Ged; theretore, by the Law of con- 
rraries, faith muſt be in thc heart too, 
A third fault, that I find, with this definition, is, that they ay, 

it- is aſſenſ36 ſoljm : An aſſent onely , as before out of Bellarmine I 
ſhewcd ; whereby their meaning is to exclude knowledge, as a 
thing nothing at all required in faith. In ſo much as Bellarmine 
ſhameth not to affrme', that fides meling per ignorantiam quam per 
notitian definitur : Faith ts better defined by ignorance , then by know- 

ledge. Buc hercin the common prouerbeis verified , plus vident o- 

cnli quam oculus : Mo eyes ſee more then one, For the Vniuerſity of 
Colen, in their Cenſure, written againſt Iſonbemins (though they 

were Papitis, and in other points aduerſaries to the truth) yet in 

this write farre otherwiſe then Be{larmine doth : Fidei ratio in fir- 

1a notitiaconſiſtt : The definition (lay they) of faith , tandeth vpen 
firme knowledge. We cannot herein ſpeake more contrary to Bellare 

we, then they haue done, wes: 

Yet, true it is, that Be/larmine in the Booke and Chapter, laſt 
allcaged by mee, granteth, that in faith there is akinde of know-= 
—_ ; for, be ſaith there are in him, that beleeneth, two things, aſſent 
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confuſa : A rude and confuſed knowledge. A knowledge, belike,tuch 

as:his ſight was , who ſaw men walking hike trees, ſauing, that this 
knowledge is not like to bring forth ſo good anceffect, as his yn- 
perfit Fight did. For, he ſoone after was reſtored to his fight, and ſaw 
exery man 4 farre off cleercly : but they who ſecke for faithin this 
confuſed knowledge, ſhall never finde ir. 

And if you defre ro know what this confuſed knowledge is, 
wherewith they content themſclues ; _ may giue a great na 
thercof, by that which they tell ys of the Colliars faith, holden 
for a truc faith in the Romiſh Church , commended by Srapbilus 
that ſlanderous Apoſtata, approued alto by S "eo ener tranſla- 
ted that idle pamphlet. The Colliar told the Deuill, he belecued 
as the Church belecueth} and the Church belecued as he did. But 
further, what the Church belceued or himſelfe either, he could not 
tell. This is that confuſed knowledge then, that they would, men 
ſhould content themſclues withall; to bee able to'ſpeake of the 
Churchin generall, but not of the particular doctrine thereof, to 
call God Father, but not to know by what meanes hee is our Fa- 
ther : to ſay, wee betceue in Ieſus Chriſt , not vnderſtanding any 
thing of his perſon, or office. And thus, not to know how to ap- 
ply vnto our ſclues, the comfort of theſe, or any other generall 
points, is a ſound faith with our great Maſters of Rome, But 
though Sraphilus ſay, the Dewillwas owerrome with that anſwere,and 
put to flight : yet, ſure I am, that God requireth greater knowledge, 
and therefore giueth his word, and appointeth his miniſterie br 
the inſtruction of his people. Neither did Aſoſes ſuppoſe ſuch a 
generall knowledge would ſcrue the turne, when hee ſo ftraitly 
chargeth the Iſrackites, to inſtruc their children in the true _ 
of thcir feaſt of Paſſeouer, When your children (ſaith he) acke you 
what ſeruice i this you keepe; Then ſhall ee ſay, It is the ſacrifice of 
the Lords Paſſcoxer, which paſſed ower the bouſes of the children of I[- 
racl ines/Egypr, when be ſmote the /E1 yptians,& preſerned our houſes, 
[ofoxa alſo thought it not enough, that Gods people ſhould have 
a generall perſwaſion, that God Was good, but hee tooke order, 
that his particular benefits ſhould bee remembred euen of their 
children.. And when Jo/dna would that Moſes ſhould forbid Ele 
dadand Aedad, to prophecie in the Hoſt, Afoſes anſwered, Would 
God that all the Lords people were Prophets, and the Lord wonld put his 
Spirit pon them, wiſhing a more ſpeciall knowledge ynto _ 
; tncn 
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then 1was ordinary among Gods people. And the Apoſtle prayeth, 
that the (oloſſians may be fulfilled with kyowledge of Gods will in all 
| wiſedome and [piritnall underſtanding. He addeth his reaſon , that 
w ; you may walkg worthy of the Lord, and pleaſe him in all things » giuing 265 
's þ vs thereby to vaderſtand , that without particular knowledge of _ 
; his will, in all things we cannot pleaſe him.Bur, what ftand l ypon 
: this point? Doth not Saint Pezer(who they ſay was the firſt Pope, 
; and therefore that he commandeth,tiicy will confeffe muſt bee 0- 
beyed) require ſuch knowledge in euery Chriſtian , that they way 1,Pet.z.vx. 
| be readie to gine auſwere to enery man, that arkgth a reaſon of the hope 
that ts in them? Shall wee then content our ſelues againſt ſo many 
exprefle teſtimonies of the word, with that rude and confuſed 
knowledge of Belarmines , or the Colliars faith , ſo well liked of 
| Staphilus? 
: But what reaſon haue they ſo to reioyce in this dimme light, like Why this 
k ſuch as haue ſore cies,and therefore hang ſomething before them, generall 
-: to keepe the brightnefſe of the light from them ?"Our Sauiour — 
| Chriſt yeeldeth the reaſon in theſe words , Every man that doth e= (.4.þ p.. 
. will, hateth the light, neither commeth to the light, left his deedes ſhould pits, 
: be reprooued. Our aduerſaries teach ſo many do&trines which can- lob; 20, 
7 not abide the light of the word, and touchſtone of truth : they 
'F haue deuiſed, and daily doe deuiſe, ſo many fruitleſſe workes, and 
| blind deuotions, ſo many falſe and wil-worſhippings, and ſuper- 
ſirious ſeruices, repugnant to the Sacred Scriptures, and ſo little 
ſauouring of that obedience, thatis , eyther commended in the 
godly,or commaunded in the word:that to cloke the wickedneſle 
and abomination in many,but folly and vanitie in the beſt of theſe 
rf their deuices, they are forced to tell the people, that ignorance 
| is the mother of Deuotion (for ſo they may lead them into a very 
dungeon of Superſtition) and thata folded vp faith, is good c- i 
noughfor them; Nec aliam ſimplex & idiota Chriſtianus habere te> Stapl. Antt» | 
netur; neither is a ſimple and vnlearned Chriſtian bound to hane any 40%n Af. 
other faith. Ts not this the way to make fooles and idiots of Chri- 1Wegts. 
ftians?This, this, I ſay, is the way to caſt men into a gulfe of Ido- 
latries , and to make men two-fold more the children of hell then 11,0, 
you are. And then with, an [5 pzey, yourcioyce, that Ignorance 
- hath hatched many Deuotions, A mother worthie of ſuch badde 
Daughters, | | 
Now, this affent being proued to bee no true juſtifying faith 
| C 3 (for 


- WY 
- 


op". WF ww od 7 WW oO 


OOO DOS Lr———_—_— 


Ll Xp0, Hom 0 


MI 


j | | True faith. 


CBP Know- 


Fpbeſ.4.13 
bf 1.C07.14- 
| 3, 26, 


| Licht 17. 


(for thereby wee only belecue that which God teacheth, notin 
God, as in our Creed we profefle) let vs ſtep alittle forward, and 
ſee what this faith is, which we affirme doth iuſtifie. And if wee 
rightly conſider thereof, we ſhall find :wsthings neceſſarie for one 
that belceueth; the one is Knowledge, the other is the eApplication 
of that our knowledge. That knowledge i neceſſarie to attaine to 


faith, if we had no other proofe, yet this were ſufficient, that God 


victh ſo many wayes for the inſtruQtion of his people, that by Ig- 
norance th&y ſhould not erre. Hee giueth his Law to bee arule of 
life and Religion, appointcth his Prieſts to teach the ſame, and to 
fupply their negligence, hee ſendeth his Prophets, extraordinary 
Meſſengers, to iogge his pecple vpon the elbow, ſo putting them 
in minde when they did amifſe. And hath hee not ordained rhe 
Miniſterie , that wee may meete together inthe vni:1c of faith aud 
knowledge of the Sonne of Goa? The ſundry gifts that Go py hath 
giuen vnto his Church, oughtall to bec imployed tothe edifying 
thereof. 1ohnthe Baptifts office was, ro make readie a people prepas 
red for the Lord, as the Angell doth foreſhew , or as Zacharie his 
father ſayth, Toprepare the way of the Lord, that is, to make men fit to 
beleexe in Chriſt, And how doth he execute this his ſunRion? E- 
wen by giving knowledge of ſaluationunto Gods people, by the remiſfi- 
on of their ſomes, Our Sauiour Chriſt thus ſpeaketh ynto the 
Iewes. If 1 doe (the workes of my Father) they theugh you be- 
leeue not mee, beleene the workes, that ye may know and beleene, As if 
he would ſay, Valeſſe you know, you cannot belecue; and there- 
fore conſider of my workes, that you may know, and ſo beleeue. 
To this purpoſe alſo, is that which Sajnt Perey ſaid ; Among vs 
os Apoſtles) God choſe out me, that the Gentiles by my month ſhould 
eare the word of the Goſpell and beleene, Now, it is moſt plaine, that 
men hcare(vnleſſe they bee ſuch forgerſull hearers as S./ames miſe 
liketh) that they may know , and ſo belecue. Bur that I may bee 
ſhort, Knowledec is fo neceſlaric for ſuch as beleeue, as that it &s 
taken for faith it ſelfe , and that by one that did know better how 
to ſpeake of theſe matters, then all our Romith Rabbies. This as 
hife eternal (ſayth Chriſt) ro know thee ts bee the only very God, mea= 
ning, that it is life eternall.to belceue God, to bee the only-verie 
God, and whom hee had ſent, Jeſus Chriſt : and ſuch Crake? are:: 
common in the Scripture. | = | 
But as micate how good ſo cuer noutiſheth por, but ſuch as cate 
K; 
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it : and Phyſicke, be it never ſo medicinable,helpeth not bur ſuch 
as recciueit : Euen ſo, if rhis knowledgs be not applyed to the griened Applicatts 
or woxended conſcience , the offendour ſpall nener hane peace with God Kg, 
| gre- . 
therby.The Apoſtle hauing handled at the ful the example of Abra- quiredin 
bam,and fet forth his conitant faith, with the comfortable effect it ach. 
had, That it was imputed to h:ms for righteonſneſſe , then teacheth ys Kom.4a22. 
by application what vic we muſt make thereof : /t was not written 23s 
for him only, that it wagimpmied to him for righteouſneſſe; but alſs for Go 
vs towhom'it ſhalt be imputed, which beleene m him, who rayſed vp Ie- 
ſus enr Lord from the dead, Notably for this point, Saint Bernard Benard de 
writcth. Sicredas peccata tua non poſſe delers, niſi ab ills cui ſolt pec- Annunt, 
caſti, & in quem peccata non cadunt , bene facts : 1f thou beleene thy Wt 
funes cannot be done away, but by him againſt whom thou haſt cnly ſin= 
ved, and who himſelfe is x0t ſubiett to ſinne, thou doſt well, Here is a 
good and a Chriſtian knowledge : now marke what vie wee muſt 
make of it. Sed addeadbuc (fayth he in that verie place) vt & hoc 
credas, quia per ipſum peccatatibi denantur. Hoceſt teſtimonium quod 
perhibet Spirities Santlus in corde tuo, Dimiſſa ſunt t1bi peccata tua: 
But yet adde this (fayth good Bernard ) that thou alſs beleene, that 
by him thy ſinnes are forginen thee, This ts the teſtimonie that the holy 
Gho#t beareth in thine heart, Thy ſinnes are forgiven thee, Heere wee 
haue a particular application of that generall knowledge before 
mentioned, 

And out of this place of Bernard, wee are by the way to note, 
how the Romiſs Church which would (though moſt yniuſtly) bee 
counted the true Church, hath this long time deceiued the world, 2 
in making men belecuc, the Pope hath power to forgiue finnes; Man cams! 
whereas Saint Bernard moſt plainly, and to the Scriptures moſt a- 2 fore 
greeably doth teach, that God only can forgiue finnes , both be. 5"'* fins. 
cauſe ourſinne is a breach of his Law, and himfelfe cannot finne. 

Fye, therefore vpon that man of ſinne , who being himſelfe full 

fraught with ſinne, and ouerloden with wickednefle, dare take vp« 

on him that office, that belongeth only to our Sinne-lefle Gov. * 
He only can make cleane that which is conceiued of vncleane ſeed, and 706-144; 
beſides him none. He, Ifay,hee only, can truly make this Procla- 

wation, /, 1 am he that patteth away thine iniquities , for mine owne Eſa. 43.25. 
ſake , and willnot remember thy ſinnes, Howloeuer that graceleſſe 

wretch, Bowiface the cighth, who inſtituted the firſt Romiſh Tubi- * 
lc,giuing thercin immunitie both fromſinge,and the puniſhment 
C3 thereof, 
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thereof, would make the world belecue that hee hath powerto 
forgiue fines too. But as Antoxinxs Biſhop of Florence, writing 
that Hiſtorie,ſayth, God only forgizeth ſinne, 

But to teturne, from whence fora few lines I haue digreſled; 
When we can in this ſort apply vnto our ſelucs the mercy of God, 
and thus make a garment fitting our ſelues,to couer therewith our 
ſhame of rhe wool of the Lambe ( as Cypriav in one place prettily 
ſpeaketh)(for ſo he calleth the Scripture, )Oh, with what aſſurance 
will wee bee able with 106 to ſay, { aws ſure my Redeemer lineth, [ 
ſhall ſee God inmy fleſh, And with Micah : Iwill waite for God my 
Sanionr, my Goa will heare me. And with the Apoſtle, Chrift leſms 


* cameinto the World to ſane ſinners, whoreaf 1 amchiefe, Notwithtan- 


ding for this Canſe was I receined to mercie, that Teſua Chrift ſhould 
ff ſhew on me all long ſuffering, vuto the example of them, who foall,in 
time to come, beleenetn hw eternal life. But the Apoſtle ſhew-- 
eth in many places ynſpeakeable comfore, by applying to him- 
ſelfe inparricular, the mercies of God, in ſo much as hee aſſureth 
himſclfc,thatnone could charge Gods ſeruants to indanger them, 
none could condemne them. 74, who ſhall ſeparate vs ({ayth hee) 
fromtbe lone of (hiſt ? 1 amperſwaded, that neither death nor life vor 
the Angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
ro come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature is able to ſeparate 


. 4s fromtheloue of God, which ts in Chriſt leſna our Lord. Thus wee 


ſee what wonderfull aſſurance and confidence they haue , whom 
Gods Spirit guideth, to apply vato their wonaled conſciences, 
the moſt Soueraigne ſalue of the promiſes and examples of Gods 
mercie.Whercas others in the time of feare and danger , languiſh 
in perplexitie, and could wiſh the mountaines would fall ypou them, 
and the bills would coner them, For truly (ſayth Bernard) as it were 
ſpeaking vnto God, Now reponis olenuns miſericordie, niſi in vaſe fidu- 


. ci: Thon, Lord, putteſt not the ojle of mercie, but into the veſſel of 


confidence,This, this, I ſay, is the faith commended by the Apoſtle, 
this is the faith that iuſtifieth before God, which beginning with 
knowledge of Gods mercy in Chriſt Icſus,out of it gathereth con. 
fidence and boldnes, 

And thus with good warrant out of the Word, I truſt wee may 
affirme, that this ith which doth afſuredly know, and comforta- 
bly apply vnto vs the promiſed mercies of God, cauſeth vs with 
boldneflc to ſtand before God without feare of condenmation : 

y 


—— 


Inſtification by Faith, - 


wy 


et not for the merit or worthineſle of the a& of .belecuing ; but 
Lo the office, yea the very nature of faith is , to apprehend 
and take hold of Chrift, through whom wee are found righteous 
before God : in that he is made ynto ys of God, wiſedome,and righ. 


teonſneſſe, and [anilification, and redemption, as before Thaue ſaid, 


The laſt wordes in this ſentence, whereof there is any queſtion 
betweene our aduerſaries and vs, are thele, The workes of i» Law, 
Out of theſe ariſe 1w9s doubts, The firſt is , what Law the Apple 


ſpeaketh of in theſe wordes. For ſome , euen very ancient , 'haue 
beene in that error, that he ſpeaketh of the Law ceremoniall, as 
Origen, and others, Now the Romiſh Church, not ſeeing how 


they might maintayne their doQrine of Merits, and Iuſtification 


by workes, vnleſſe they were of that minde alſo; were in former 
times of that mind roo, being glad that they might ſhrowd them- 
{clues vnder the'name of ancient-Y\2:vrs. I need not ſpeake in 
particular of theſe Popiſh-Writers , ſeeing Bellarmine confeſſeth 
as much as I ſay. Nomnlls (faith he) e Catholicis, docent per epere 
quay A peſtolus a inſiificatione excludit , imelligi obſernationem lega- 
lium ceremoniarum : Many of the Catholtkes teach, that by the ts 
which the Apoſtle excludeth from inflification , the 0b/eruation of the 
ccremoniall Law « meant. 

But how many, or how great in learning, or accompt ſoeuer 


they be : $. Paul affordeth vs proofe enough to conuince them ofyreremo- 


error. When he ſaith, The doers of the Law ſhall be inftified, is there 
any colour of reaſon to imagine, that they who oblerue the cere- 
monies of the Law, ſhall bee iuſtified ? Weeſee in the firſt and laſt 
Chapners of the Prophet E/ay, Micah the 6, the 50. Pſalme, and 
in other places of Scripture , thatmany, who were moſt diligent 
performers of the ceremonies, were notwithſtanding miſliked of 
God, yea reproued for ſatisfying themſctues with that externall 
ſeruice, What hane I to doe with the multitude of your ſacrifices, ſaith 
the Lord, I am full ofthe burnt offrings of Rams, and of the fat of fed 
beaſts, and I deſire not the bloud of Bullatks , nor of Lambs, nor of 
Goates. That alſo, which the: Apoſtle writeth of the effett of the 
Law, written in mens hearts , by reaſon whereof, we baue thoughts 
accuſing & excuſing, cannot be ynderſtood of the Law ceremonial, 
But to come yet neerer to the pharpoſe,sS. Pawl,cuen in that place 
where hee handlerh this queſtion, concluding the former part of 
this diſcourſe, and hauing proucd Iewes and Gentiles to betranſ- 
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greflors of the Law, cither written or of nature, thus ſaith, 


Therefore by the workes of the Law, ſhall no wal be inflified in Gods 


fight, Andleſt we might make any doubt what Law hee meaneth 


Ron 7.7, 


of, he yceldeth areaſon of his former aſſertion, which maketh the 
matter plaine. For by the Law is knowledge of finne, And yer that it 
may be more manifeſt what Law is here meant, el{where inplaine 
wordes he expoundeth himſelfe: 7 knew not fine, but by the Law: 
For [ bad not Ao lufF, except the Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not Init, 
Out of which wordes I reaſon thus: The Apoſtle ſpeaketh of that 
Law, that maketh ys to know finne ; but that is not the Law ces 


. remoniall : therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaketh not of the Law ccre- 
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' Yea, thisplace ſeemed to SF, Augnſtixe to haue ſuch force,as that 
thereupon he groundeth that which weteach. Ac ne quiſquam pu- 
taret hie Apoftolums ea lege dixifſe howinem iuſtificari , que in Sacra- 
mentis veteribua multa continet ſigurata pracepta, &c, Andleſt an 
man ſyould thinks the Apoſtle to hane ſaid , that a man is inſtified FA 


that, which in the old Sacr aments hane many figuratine precepts, fors 


' whence commeth circumciſion , which children were commanded to re 


ceine : be by and by ſheweth what Law he meant, ana ſatth,For b the 
Law « knowledge of ſinne. 

But the Apoſtle himſelfe is beſt Interpreter of his owne mea- 
ning. Out of that he had ſaid, ſome perchance would gather,that 
he had little regard to the Law, whereby the Tewes would be of- 
fended, (for they knew the Law was giuen of God.) Others 
would take occaſion thereupon more boldly to tranſgreſle : to 
meet therefore with theſe inconueniences, hee maketh vnra him- 
ſclfe this obie&tion : Doe wee then make the Law of noeffeft through 
faith ? Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law, But the Law ceremoniall is not by 

the Goſpell eſtabliſhed, but aboliſhed, For that Law had but the 
fnaddow of good things to come. But the end of the Law 3s Chriſt, So 
that he, offering himſelfe vpon the Altar of the Crofſe to God the 
Father, a ſacrifice for ſin, did ypon good ground ſay, [tr 5s finiſhed. 
So as Chriſt being come, if wee will ſtill tye our {eluesto the ob- 
ſeruation of that Law, Paul tellethvs , that Chriff hall profit vs 
nothing, Tee are (faith he) abohſved from (briſt, whoſoener are inſti«. 
fied by the Law, yee are fallen from grace. Therefore were the Apo- 
ſles in their dayes very carcfull, to teach men to reſt ypon Chriſt, 
and not to imagine that now in the time of the Goſpell, they = 
tye 
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tycd to thoſe impotent and beg gerly rudiments av the Apoſtlecalleth 
them, This may appeare by that notable Councell; Afi.15.and in 
diuers places, . Much more might bee alleaged, to proue that the 
Law ceremoniall cannot in this place be ynderſtaqd.. Butthis, I 
xruſt, is, ſufficient : and bad indecd beene more themenoughs; !but 
that our Aduerſarics of later time,although they dare nor defend 
that opinion, yet would they make it ſeeme lefle abſurd, as doth 
Bellarmine, 'in pointing to.ſome yu that their errour is groun- 
. ded ypon, as if they had reaſonſo to teach, and eAndradim na- 
. merh ſame Fathersof that minde. 5: 5» 17 + / ”*- 
c- Well then, by the Law ; without all queſtion wee muſt ynder- 
Rand the Law morall. But here arifeth another donbt, what works 
are here excluded in theſe wordes , Without the workes of the Law, 
And here our aduerſaries doe carneftly contend:, not to haue all 
a woarkes excluded from Iuſtification, butiſuch only as are done be- 
fore they belecued. For if they ſhould confeſie that no works can 
juſtific,then falleth downe that doarine of Merits to the-ground; 
a moſt gainefull dorine to Pope and Popiſh Prieſts ( who muſt 
ſupply with their ſtore, that which other want of their owne me. 
rits.) But we teach+that all workes, aſwell{uch as follow.our iu- 
Rification (this our aduerſaries denic) asthe workes that wee doe 
afore- our iuſtification ( which-themſclues  confeſſe)' are in theſe 
 wordesexcluded, from being any caulſcs of our iuſtificarion be. 
fore, God, ; j 4373 NN 1: | 
io Andto auerrethis,which-we ſay,we have many ſtrong reaſons, 
Thefirſt is' taken from the-wordesthemſelues ,| being mightily, 
Arengthned with the faithfulneſſe of him-who teacheth this do- 
Qrine, and with his ſincerity in teaching, For as hee requireth in 
otherdifpoſers of the ſecrets of God, that exery man be found faithful: 
ſo he tehfierth of his owne faichfulneſle in his miniftery, ſpeaking 
vatotheElders of the Church of Epheſus. 7 keps backs nothing 
(faith he) that was profitable, but have ſhewed you, and taught you o« 
perry, and throughout enery houſe, And againe, / have kept nothing 
backs, twat hawve formed you all the cannſell of God, Neither can wee 
in reaſon-ſuppole he would deale more ſincerely with them of E- 
phelus, then.yith theRomanes, of whoſe inftruQion in the faith 
how carefull hee was, may well bee ſcene in his firſt and fiftcenth 
Cinpters of that Epiſtle. . + Be 2} | 
The Apolile therefore, ſpeaking of _—_ without any excep- 
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| tion, as: bec dart (wichomr-rh6-workys of the Low ): iEany workes 
beene: charged by the Romanes, that he'kept backe ſomw 


ſhould not haue beene excluded from iuftifieation, he might haue 

bo from 
themznamely;what workes were tobe admitred as cauſes of wuſti- 
fication, anc what not :and fo did not-ſhiwithem allthe'countell 
of God. Forif he had/heene of our adverſaries opinion,: fincerity 


| would haue forced him: to-Hiaue ſaid; When Tay; we are iyſtified 
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without workes, _ only of workes gonc afore we arc iuſti- 
fied, not of all workes, -For wheniwe are'once' juſtified by God, 
then by our workes wee muſt iaftifie our felues;-: So! that ifi any 
workes may be accounted as eanfes-of. our juſtification; the Aþo- 
files manner of ſpeaking would:rather haue beſcemed ſome a2qui- 
uocating Prieſt or Teſuire , who haue taught their hearts to diſ- 
ſemble , and their tongues to lye , yea who-profeſle to teach the 
arte of difſimulation, and cogging., and glory-iw their falſhood, 
whereby-rhey deceiue the world; then thisfaithfull' Apoſife,- : * 

It is moſt certzynetherefore, that the Apoſtle, being ashe was, 
a moſt faichfull diſpoſer of the myſteries of God , one that dere- 
ſted all ſuch doubtfullor double dealing it> Gods matters: eſpeci- 
ally ,Whoſe preaching fandeth not-in the mycing ſpeech of manswiſt- 
dome, but in the plaine enidence'of Spiru avd power , exceptitig no 
workes, excludeth all. And many/{uch like ſpeeches' we haue in 
Scriptures, in which ſuch indefinite propoſitions ( as Logicizns 
call them) are vniuerſally to bee ynderſtood. Chriſt is ſaid to' bee 
withont ſinne, Now, leempthere is finne Originatl and Atuaſl, of 
cominiſfion, and, of: omit, ſhall-we imagine;that becauſe the 
Apoſtleſaith nor without: (44) finne, therefore Chriſt-is ſubieR 
to ſome finne? God maketh promiſe to his people, that Jerwſ«lem 


 ſrallbe inhabited withomtwall, Now, becauſe there arefuridryſorts 


of walls, ſome of ſtone, ſomeof carth, or'of other matter;asmen 
fancy: ſhall ſome cauilling companion fay, Though theyhad no 
ſtone walls, yet had they ſome other walls for their ſtrength? Bur 
infinite ſuch places might bee brought, wherein it thay eaſtly ap- 
peare, that thoughthis yniuerſallſigne (4) be not added\, yetit 
mult be ynderſtood, asalfoit-muſt be in theſe-wordes of 'S:\Pawl, 
as well all workes going before, or following iuftificdtion,, av all 
Lawes, either Naturall, or Morall, ot Cetemoniall, 
_ » if the Apoſtle had meant only-ts exclude the workes 
done im our infidelity, heneeded novſo carefully to hauc ſer _ 
Cl 
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chemanner of our Iutification,as he doth inaniediatly before theſe 
words : That itis by therighteonſneſſe of God, by the faith of Teſus 


Chrift, owta all, and pen all that beleene. And that, Wes are taſtifved 


Freely by his grace , through the Redemption that 45 1m Chrift leſws, 
whomi|Ged hath ſet forthto bee. a reconciliation , thrangh fauh in bis 
blowd, to dechare bis II IE Hon forginenrſſexsf ſinnes, In all 
which, there is mbt one word of 'Workes:, bur all-isaſcribed to 


Chriſt. Wherein the Apoſile;alſo writcth-fo:carcfully, and ſo wa- 


rily;as if he feared nothing more, then, that manſhould reſt any 
thing vpon his Merits. To conchude therefore «this my firſtargu- 
ment, I ſay with the Apoſtle, /farbe of grace, it 5 no err ofWhelys, 
or olſe were grace, no more grace: butif ut beg of Workes it wnomore 
grace; for then were Workes no moreWorkgr. Sothar, becauſe the A. 
polile ſayth, iris of grace, and by faith without Workes, therefore 


Workes are wholly excluded, as ufndradimrhimiclte will warrant 


me-to lay. For, Aerceds ratio, cum. gratie Homme ex aduerſo pug- 
nat. For the conſideration of reward (or Merit )arcleane toutraric to 
FACE. WT. 
A ſecond argument Itake fromthe finall cauſes of this doQrine 
of Juſtification by faith only,whichare:two, ſet downe by the A- 


| poſtle. The one in this _—_— immediately before the words of 


my Text; namely,to exclude ourreioycing or boaſting. But if all 
workes bee notdiſabled,as inſufficient cauſes of our Iuſtification, 
fome workes.ſhould be left, wherein we might reioyce.For by re- 
ioycing, the Apoſtle meaneth nothing elſe, but 'that-confidence 
that men haue, whereby they content themſelues, as if they were 
out of danger of ;Gods wrath. Saint Paw/then concluding out of 
thathe hath taught of Iuſtification by faith, that our-reioycing is 
thereby taken away, teacheth vs thus much} tharwhoſo apprehen- 
deth with an afſured faith this Iuftification,that we have by Chriſt, 
reſteth nothing-vpon' his owne workes, or eontenteth not himſclfe 
with therighteouſneſſe that is by the Law. But onthe contrarie, 
our Aduertaries ſuppoſe their reioycing is not:taketraway. In ſo 
much, :as agreat man among them dareth affitme., That heevtnly 
blifſe is not jo freely ginen of 'Goll, and liberally , as inreſpett of theiy 
workerit 9 ane, Andiby and byafter 1+ gather that eternal felici- 
Lie-axnfbt wet tobee impwred according to\\gyioe,; but according ve debt. 
And therefore within afew words'after, heaHodefiterh\Merit, 4 
free altien whereunto arenard i due, WhichDoRtine of eAndra- 
& ; D - . SIM ng | 


Li R 
©”. £4, 04<. 


am, 2 


— 


Rom, 3-23, 
24. 


25s 


Rim, * C7 


Andrad, 
Orthodox. 
E xplicat, 
libsbs, 


To ex. 
clude re» 
loycing in 

our ſelues, 


Anarad. 
Ontbodox. 
EF xplicat, 
lib.6, 


Merit, 


Py | ) 
- JT1Z8 4 As . * > 


| Row.11.6, 


| Cchryſ, in 
'} Epiſt.ad 
Rom: bom.7 


Sedul.in E- 
piſt.adRoms 
54p.3.. 
Our com- 
Y! fort, 

#* Rom, 4-16, 


SY! Gale: a8, 


Bel! . de In- 
flificle5e6.7 


| dim, becauſc itis-alſo: theDoRrine of the Romiſh Church ,.wee 


may.truly affirmeof them ,that they doe ,: whatiin. chem lyerh, 


'to,; make-1he\ Apolile a Lyer , when hee affirmeth» char reioy. 


cing is-raken' away by the Law of faith : ſecing- they till re- 
ioyce and \content themſelues in their workes. Bur'T. will end 
this with one ſhort argument : If Juſtification-may bee'by 
workes, then is\not our reioycing-iw the: Law 'taken away 
by faith:bur it is byfaith taken away:rtherefore Iuflification'is not 
by workes. The Afiner propoſition is the wordes of the A- 
poltle. The Maior is proued by that, which #little befere out of 
the Apoſtle I alleadged, that workes and grace cannot both ſtand 
as cauſes of our Iuſtification, But notably for this purpoſe, doth 
Chryſoſtome gather out'of theſewords : If rhe fauhfull man, and he 
who ts ſaued, would thinks well of himſelfe in thi reſpet that he re- 
gardeth the Law, doe heare in theſe words, how by the Law it ſelfe bis 
month is ſtopped, bow by the Law hee is accuſed ,, how the Law it [clfe 
denieth as it wert” ſaluation to finners, and excludeth all boaſting : and 
he who as yet beleemeth not, being hereby deiefted and humbled nay takes 
occaſion to draw neere onto faith : thou ſecſt bow great force faith 
hath, bow it arixeth vs from whatſoencr we had be fore, not ſuffering vs 
rereionce though never ſo little, inthew. And alittle before he hath 
ſayd that God ſaueth, Null ad hoc w/us operibus , ſed fidem tantam 
exigens: Not v/ing (for our Juſtification) a» workes , but requiring 
faith only. Sedalus alſo verie well noteth thus, T ali gloriatio gue 
veniebat ex operibus legis excluditur. Such reioycing ut excluded as 
commeth of the workes of the Law. | 

Another end why our Tuſtificationis by faith , is for our vn- 
ſpeakeable comfort, That it might come by grace, and the promiſe 
might bee ſure to allthe ſeed, Whereas if wee ſhould ſecke to get 
the inheritance by the L aw,we could not thinke to hauc it by pro- 
miſe, and ſo in reſpe@ gf our owne manifold imperfections, wee 


, might alwayes bee doubrfull and wauering , and farre from that 


comfort, that Gods children finde in themſclues. Inthis reſpe& 
then, it is good, that we perſwade our ſelues, that weare ſaued by 

race, that we may looke vnto Chriſt only. Yea, Bellarmine him-" 
elfe giueth this aduice : Propter incertitudinem proprie inflitie , & 


periculum inane glorie, tutiſſnmum eſt fiducian totam in'/ola Dei mi- 
ſericardia ponere. Inriſpelt of the vncert ainitie of our owna righteauſ< 


neſſt,and the danger. of, eine glarie , the ſafeſt way , ir toput all on. 
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confidence, only in Gods merey and goodneſſeNery well writeth vpon 
.theſe words of the Apoſtle, 7 heophilett ; Quum wninerſa ſint in 


' Det, nm pratia , tur miſcricordia , fita , profetto que ab eoconfes 


runtur, flabilia fore & certa omni ſemini, 1d eſt, credentibis cunt ts 
exiſtimanda ſunt. Secing all things are of Gods grace and mercie: 
ſmre the things that are gmen from him, as it may be thought, are ftable 
and ſire to all the ſeed, that is, 10 all belceners, Saint eAmbroſeallo 
ſayth, Firmaecſſe ron poteft, prom'ſſio onmi ſemini, hoc eft omni homi- 
#; ex omni gente, niſi fucrit ex fide: The promiſe cannot bee firme 
vnto all the ſeed, that is, go all men of enery Nation, vnleſſe it bee f 
fauth. And he after yeeldeth a reaſon of that he hath ſaid, becauſe 
by the Law we are found guiltie,and the promiſe cannot be giuen 
to them that are guiltie, vnleſle they bee purified, which muſt bee 
done by faith. Thus then Ireaſon, The promiſe of Iuſtification 
muſt be ſure : bur-ynleſle it be of faith, it cannot be ſure : therefore 
the promiſe of Iuſtification muſt bee of faith, The Aaver.is Saint 
Pauls, Rom. 4.16. The CMimer is the former wordes of Saint 
eAmbroſe. | 
A third argument to proue, that even the workes of them that 
are regenerate , cannot iuſtifie, and are excluded by Saint Pax, 
from having” that force, is taken from the example of Abraham, 
whois ſerforth as a patterne, in whom yvee may learne how wee 
all can'attaine to Iuſtification , as it is plaine ro ſce in the fourth 
Chapterof this Epiſtle rotheRomanes. Abraham, a good while 
after he was called out of Vr of the Chaldecs, had liued agood 
time in obedience vato Gop , had done no doubt, many good 
Workes,and offered many Sacrifices vato God: yet, without re- 
fpe&vnto anyof his Workes,that hee now the childe and feruant 
of God had done : Abraham beleened Gol, and that (his belecuing) 
45 ineputed to him fer righteouſneſſe. And therefore, Paul is bolde 
to vie ſuchexcluſiue words : The promiſe was not ginen through the 
Law, but through the righteonſucſſe of faith. And, Sicut $5 »& 
woſtra filiorum cine per gratiam, ſayth Primaſins: As was (the Iu 
Nification) of Abrahams , /o « ours alſo, who are bu children , by 


grace, But tobe ſhort, I ſuppoſe, we may bee bold to gather out 


of that which is faid, this reaſon. . As Abraham was iuftified, ſo 
ſhall wee bee : but Abraham. was iuftified by faith, without the 
workes that he did, being Gods ſeruanr, therefore we alſo ſhall ſo 
beinftified. Allthis argument may well and ſtrongly be prooucd 
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, -out of this fourth Chapter of the Epiſtle: to the Romanes. 


But what neede many any Confitenttem habemmu renm. 


"Stapleton our Countriman, a ſure friend to the Romiſh Church,and 


as lothas any of them, to write any thing that might any way im- 
pugne their Popiſh Maximes, ſeeing the deadly wound which 
theſe words of the Apoſtle giue to their DoArine of Merits, is ve- 
Ty carefull to ſalue that ſore : yet the force of truth driveth-him:to 
grant that heere the Apoſtle, Exc/nait opera 4 virtute inflificands ab- 


Rom. 3428. ſolute, ideft, avirtuteremittendipeccata:; Excludeth Workes from bas 


wing power ſimply or abſolutely toinftifie, thutis, to remit ſinne, or from 
power to remit fin, What can be'miore plaine?Good Workes cannot 
obtaine remiſſion of fins, ſayth Stapleton, and therefore not iuſtific 
abſolutely or perfitly. Now,an voperfitTuſtification we are not ac 
quainted withal, neither hath Chriſt or any of his Apoſtles taught 
vs any ſuch, But we know that aperfe& caulc hath herperfeR ef. 
fe, a perfit Sacrifice (ſuch an one was-that which Chriſt offered) 
hath obrained perfe& Tuſtification before God for all-belecuers. 

But heere, I would faine haue asked a queſtion of Stapleton , if 

he had bcene aliue, or of ſome other friend of his , (ſecing hee is 
gone, to pgiue an account, how well he hath vicd his talent, whe- 
Nike to gaine ſoules to Chriſt or to Antichriſts)how Pariſh Prieſts 
ſhall doe hereafter? When men and women come to'bee ſhriuen, 
and haue confeſſed their finnes , ſhall their Ghoſtly Father, bid 
them faſt ſo many Frydayes, Wedneſdayes, or Saints Eeucs ,” pad 
on Pilgrimage to Hales or Buxton, to Compoſltel, to Rome, orito 
Loretta, weare Haire-cloth next theirskinne, oc bare-foore and 
bare-legged? ſhall they torment their bodie with Whips,or other 
puniſhments, or begger their Poſteritic in building Chaunteries, 
andſuch like places , for ſatisfaction for finne?” All-this is to-no 
purpoſe. For Stapleton afſureth vs, there is in theſe, orany'iorher, 
though better workes by farre, ſuch as G o-y hath commanded, 
no power to remitfinne; ſo that Tuſtification muſt 'bee ſoughr-'for 
ſome better way. And ſoit ſeemeth, rhe World hath 'beene cou- 
zened a great while by theſe cogging Companions, which haue 
made men and women beleecue, that by ſuch Workes they may ſa- 
tisfie fortheir ſinnes. And thus I truft ypon ſo good a confeſſion 
of Stapleton, ſo good warrant of the Word, and ſure' grounds of 
doQrine, wee may conclude that a man is iuſtified and accounted 
guiltleſſe before God, by faith apprehending Chriſt Ieſus,in whom 
. | we 
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Merit of our Wrokes,whether before or after ovr luſtification, 


Now, that which out of theſe words we conclude, doth of nes»: 
ceſlitie follow, but that our Aduerſaries fearing,leſt rberrDiana of 


Merit: ſhould be nothing cſtcemed,, if theycaſt nota milt before 
mens:eyes, tohinder from them ſecing}/ the' cleere Jight.of wruth 
thatſhinerh.in our Doctrine , aſſemble as did the Siluer{miths at 
the call of Demwerrixs, who told them , bythat craft they got therr 
goods; and with ſuch otherſpecches, wade them fullof wrath, inſoe 
much as they cried out,faying,Great ws Diana of the Epheſians, Euen 
fois.it with vs. The Romiſh: Dems;riue, that: getteth much by 
ſelling fuch as they callgood Workes, with his followers ſcekin 
to Jefend the Doctrine of Merits, cry out of that which tacked 
Iuftification by faith only , whereby they may haue much loſle,if 
want ofieuill gaiten goods may/bee counted lofle. I confeſle, we 
teach, that Farth only deth inſtifie : that is, that a1rue and lively 
faith; ht in our hearts by Gods Spirit, working'byloue, 
fruitfullin.-good workes,adorned and beautified with holinefle of 
life (for thete are badges whereby to know atrue faith) doth iuſti= 
fie andiacquite vs bilbes God', fo as wee: boldly ftand and plead 
not guiltie, Whereby our/Aduerfaries may ſee, how vniuſtly they 
flander vs and our Doctrine, as if wee were encmies to allgood 
Workes.. And yet we only teach , that ſuch atrue faith as I haue 
now deſcribed, without reſpe& of the Workes that alwayes ac- 
companie it, doth juſtifie, not'by the Merit of this faith, but in that 
iris our hana whereby we apprehendand holdfaſt, thar Juſtifice= 
_ which we haue in Chriſt, throvgh the vnſpeakeablemercic:of 
Gog. + 
Andthis-our Do&rine is ſo warranted in Sacred Scripture, as 
nothing: more. Saint Par doeth often vie exclufiue words, as 
theſe are without the Law: withom Worker, Sometime plaine.nega» 
tive words,” Not by Workes, not by the Law. Orherwhile words c- 
quiualent, or'of ſuch like force; As, by grace, Freely. Theſc man- 
ners of ſpeech when I conſider of, I cannot but like well of the 
good and Chriftian counſell, giuen by Primaſizs an ancient Wri- 
ter, And: gratis, tace de Meritis, Hears (what the Apoſile fayth) 
freely, and jpraks not aword of Merits, | | 

Thus, therefore Treaſon for our Dofrine of Iuſtification by 
faith only : If Workes are not to be ioyned with faith inthe mat- 
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. terof Juſtification, then faith only, even by the confeſſion of our 


Aduerſfaries doth iuſtifie, For our Romiſh Catholikes denie not 
this our DoQtine bur in reſpe& of workes, neyther doe they in a- 
ny their Bookes or Writings, ſecke to match any thing with faith 
as cauſe of Iuſtification , but workes only : But 'workes' are 
not to be ioyned with faith, in the matter of Iuſtification , »as the 
Apoſtle moſtplainly proueth : Know ye , that a man is not inflified 
by the Workgs of the Law, but by the faith of Teſis Chriſt, Againe, 
Ye are ſaned by grace, through faith, not of your [clues it ic the gift of 
God, not of Wirkes, leſt any man ſpould boaſt bimſelfe, Laſtly, theſe 
words to the Romanes are very effeQuall. Therfore wee conclude, 
that a man is inflified by faith without the workes of the Law, As if 
he would haue ſaid, We the Apoſtles of Teſus Chriſt, appointed to 
bee the Scholemaſters and Teachers of the World, vpon. good 
ground teach this as a doArinenotto be denied,a principle in Re- 
ligion notto be doubted of. W + 
And howſocuer our Aduerſaries impugne this Doctrine, and 
would perſwade the fimple,that itis ſtrange,and hath no warrant: 
ts: are we able toproduce ſuch, as many hundreds of yeeres fince, 
aue taught the ſame,and gathered it out of theſe words of the A- 
poſtle. Origen, who lived about fourteene hundred yeeres fince, 
in veric few words, doth twice averre the ſame : Dixit Apoſtolus 
(ſayrth he)fide, ſolins inflificationem ſuſſicere, ita vt credens. quis tan- 
eummodo inſteficetur : The Apoſtle hath ſaid, that Inftsfication of 
faith onlywill ſuffice, ſs that he who beleeneth only, is inflified. Ifichins 
wrote at the leaſt a thouſand yeeres ſince, and he ſayth much like, 
as Origen before him : Gratia & miſericordia , fide comprebendittr 
ſola, nox ex operibusot dicit Apoſiolus: Grace and mercy is obtained 
by faith only, not by Workgs, as Panl ſarth. We cannot theribe iuſtly 
charged as Teachers of new Doatrine hcerein, fecjng-wee affirme 
nothing, bur that others long before vs haue taught, +. - . 
Bur, becauſe this is ſo much miſliked, as it is, andſo ſcornefully 
reiced of our aduerſaries, although all truth muſt bee grounded 
ypon the word of truth,as S. James calleth the Word of God,nei- 
ther needeth itthe teſtimonie of any man , which God in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures ſo plainly hath deliuered : yet for the ſatisfying of 
the ſimple, and the topping of the {landerous mouthes of our ob. 
ſtinate enemies; I purpoſe to let you ſee ſuch a conſent with vs in 
Do&rine for this point, of Ancient Fathers and Learned Writers 
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long before our time, as in-no-one article or piece of doatine, 
wherein our aduerſaries diſſent from vs, I ſuppoſe a greater can 


. be ſhewed, neither mo ſeuerall Authors alleaged. So that I may 


well impancll for tryall of this controuerſie, two Grand-Iuries of 


famous men, well reported of for godlinefle and learning among 
all men; many of them, and the meaneſt of them , of ſuch repu- 
tation in the Church of Rome,as they are thought ſufficient to goe 
ypontryall of as greata matter as this is (although ir be of great 
importance :) And S. Par himſelfe ſhall ſpeake tor all, as you 
heare hee hath done , and bee Fore-man of this Iurie, for they all 
haue learned of him that they ſay , cuen in theſe wordes , which 
now I intreat ypon, 

And firſt I will ſecond him with ſome of them, that wrote their 
Commentaries ypon this Epiſtle of S. Pawn! to the Romanes, All 
I haue not, out of ſuch as I haue I will alleage, but out of cuery 
one, one place, although out of diuers of them I might produce 
very many. Of Oren Thauc ſpoken before,and therefore Innow 
omit him. $, Ambroſe is next , whoaffordeth very good choice of 
teſtimonies, he hath ſuch plenty. /»ftificars ſans gratss (laith hee) 
quia mbil operantes, neq,vicew redaentes, Sola fide inſtificats ſunt done 
Dei : They are iuſtified freely , becauſe working nothing , neither re« 
compenſing,they are wftified by faith only by Gods gift. S.IER OME 
yery brictly , bur as plainely , writeth, Pcy ſolams fidews inſtificat 
Dems: God wftifieth by fatthonly, Then haue we Seanlize, writing 
thus: e-Ad Chriitum veniens ſola qunum credit fide ſaluatar : He that 
commeth unto Chriſt, ts ſaned by faith only , when he beleeneth. And 
the aſt of this ranke ſhall Primaſixs be, who writeth thus, Impinns 
per /olam fidens ſtificat : God wnſtifieth the vngodly by faith only, 

Another fort of them, whom I meane to produce inthis matter, 
are {uch, as expounding other places of Scripture , haue in ſuch 
their Commentaries taught the ſame dottrine, Among whom the 
firſt is H/arie, as moſt ancient in yeeres, ſo moſt worthy to haue 
the firſt roome, becauſe he ſetterh downe the very wordes in que- 
ſtion betweene vs now : So/a fides inftificat (ſaith he) Only faith is- 


fifiech, The next ſhall be Chryſoſkeme, who, as he was next him in 


yeeres of all this company , ſo hee differeth very little in wordes, 
Ex ſola quippe fide nos ſalnaxit : For by faith only he hath ſaned vs. 
Auguſtme , a man moſt famous in Gods Church for learning, and 
his great labours againſt Heretikes , well agreeth with the reſt, 
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ſaying, Sola fides Chriſti mmndat : The faith only of Chriſt cleanſeth, 
To whom may Cyril alſo be added , who though he haue not the 
ſame wordes, yet teacheth he that ſubſtance of doQtrine in theſe 
wordes: Per fidems ; namg, non alter ſalnamnr : By faith ; forme o- 
ther way we are ſaned, ISYCnivs I haue before produced, I 
will not therefore mention him againe in this place.But venerable 
Bede, the glory of our North Country , ſpeaketh more plainely, 
Per inſtitiam fattorum nullus {aluabutur,ſed per ſolam inſtitiam fides : 
By righteouſneſſe of workes ſhall no man be ſaned, but by the righteouſ.. 
neſſe of faith only. After him Theophilaft writeth thus : Demonſtrat 
( Apoſtolus ) fidem wel ſolam habere inſtificandi virtutem : The Apsſile 
ſheweth that enen only faith hath power to inftifie, Very well alſo,and 
agrecably to the reſt writeth Haime, who lived about ſome $800. 
yecres ſince: Fides ſola ſaluat : Faith only ſaneth, And moſt com- 
tortably, as in many things, writeth good B:rnaxr vp. Yniſqus 
pro peccatss compunttus, eſnrit & ſitit mſtttiam, eredat inte qus inſti- 
ficat impinm,& ſolam inſtificatus per fidem,pacem habebit apud Deum: 
Whoſo feeleth remorce for ſinne,and ſo doth hunger and thirſt after righ- 
teonſneſſe, let him beleene 1m thee, who deft inflifie the ungodly, and be- 
ing wſtified by faith only, he ſhall haue peace with God, And Occume« 
ning telleth vs, That ABRAHAM w4s 4n image of inſtification by 
faith only when it was imputed to bim for righteonſnes that he beleened, 
Then haue we Rupert, who writeth, that ſo/a 1nſt:ficare pore? fides 
leſu Chriffi : The only faith of leſus Chriſt can wſtifie, | 
Sundry other Fathers alſo and learned Writers we haue , who 
in their {euerall Treatiſes afhrme that alſo,which we out of the A- 
poltle doc gather. To begin with Cyprian as moſt anciet't : Fides 
tantum prodefl (ſaith he:) Faith only profiteth, Next vnto him com- 
meth Baſil, whoſe wordes are theſe : Ex demun perfetta & onmi- 
moda gloriatio eſt in Deo, quandomeg, propter ſuam ipſina inflit ian, 
quis extollitur, ſed agnoſcit ſe quidem vera deftitns inſtitia, verum ſola 
in Chriſtum fide inſtificatum eſſe : That is perfit reioycing, and altoge- 
ther in the Lord, when a man ts not proud, no not of his owne righteouſ- 
neſſe, but confefſeth him{elfe to be deſtitute thereof, and that bee ts infli- 
fied only by faithin Chriſt, Gxt G.Nazian. who for the great 
opinion of learning, that was conceived of him , was called the 
Dmine, as he wasin Baſis time,ſo was he of his mind too,as theſe 
his wordes doc ſhew: Confiteri Chriſkum, &- eredavillum a mortuis 
ſuſcitatum eſſe & ſaluaberts, Siquidem credere folum inſtutia eft: _ 
. feſſe 
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fefſe Chrift, and belteus that he 15 raiſed from the dead , and thou ſhalt 
be ſaned, For to beleene only is righteonſucſſe. PAvLinvs alſois 
of. the ſame-minde, that the reſt are, as wee mayſce inan Epilile, 
which is among S. Aug»ſtines Epiſtles : his wordes are, Saline fide 
ſola querunr : Saluation is ſought for by faith only, This is alſo the 
iudgement of Ruffive, in his expoſition of the Creede, it is among 
Cyprians workes, De remiſſione peccatorum (laith he) ſufficere debe= 
ret ſola credulitas: Concerning rem:ſſion of fines, beleening only ſhomld 
ſuffice. Andthe reaſon of this his aſſertion'is'not to bee omitted, 
ts enim cau{as aut rationem requirat, bi indulgentiaprincipalss eft ? 
For nho will inquire after cauſes, cr a reaſon , where indulgence ( or 
pardon). x preveipal? The oDORErT allo, as oft in other his 
Treaties, fo alſo in his bookes againſt the Idolatrie of the Gen- 
tiles,/and in defence of Chriſtian Religion, writeth thus: Now w/- 
lis operibus noftris, ſed per ſolam fidems, myſtica bona conſecuti ſuns : 
N ot by any our workes but by faith only we hane gotten vnknowne good 
things... Now vnto theſe I may adde Leoa Pope;inan EpiRle that 
he ſent by one called Philo,to Leo,then Emperour.Ir is not his 70. 
Epifile (as Bel/armine vntruly quoteth the place) but 76. But his 


| wordes are theſe: Catholica fides hunnanum =_ ſola vinificat, ſola 


ſanltificat : The Catholike faith doth only quicken, only ſanttific man. 
kinde.But Bellarmine anſwereth,that Leoin thoſe wordes ſpeaketh 
De. fide degmatica: Of a dogmaticall faith; and ſuch as is oppoſed 
againſt Heretikes. As if he had ſaid, that the Arrian faith, or that 
of the Eutycheans cinot ſanRifie, but that faith which is true and 
Catholike. Be it ſo, yet he muſt necdes grant , that no dogwati- 
call faith, that is, no externall profeſhon of Religion, how earneſt 
in ſhew ſocuer it is, be it alſo neuer ſotrue, can quicken and ſan- 
Rific,vntil it be as a ſeed ſowne in the heart, taking hold of Chriſt 
for the remiſſion of ſinnes ; and ſo it, Ifay, it only giueth true life 
to a Chriſtian, I hauealſo read theſe very wordes, cited out of 
eAlcuine,whom {ome call 4lbive; the booke, I confeſie, IT haue 
not ſcene. Bur if he haue ſuch words, he ſeerneth well to approue 
that which Leo hath written , becauſe hee hath alleaged his very 
wordes without any change. I will cloze vp this ranke with one, 
well _—_ of in the Church of Rome : Ecce (ſaith he) habes as 
perte, quod poſſit homo aliquants inſtificari exſols fide, abſq, legis ope= 
rs : Behold, thou ſeeft ty rn ave way popes FEY; s, by 
fanth only, without any works of the Law. Which, ſceing hee will 
| E 2 grant 
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grant to be ſometime, I ſee no reaſon why he ſhould doubt, bur 
that it is ſo alwayes. For there is but one way of juſtifying Iew 
or Gentile, one or other, Ewen the righteonſneſſeof God, by the farth 
of leſwa Chriſt, unto all, and vpon all that beleene,. © 
There are then three ancient Chriſtian Poets , who fing the 
ſame ſong , with theſe Fathers and learned Writers. Junencas is 
firſt, who liued aboutthe 330. yeere of Grace, of whom 85. [e- 
rome maketh mention,, and alſo citeth a Verſe out of him, in his 
Commentaries vpon S. Matthewes Goſpell, This [nwercus, I ſay, 
hath theſe wordes : Namg, vbicerta fides fuerit complexa ſaluton, 
non erit uila lic anceps agitatio inrs : For when aſſured faith bath ta- 
ken hold of ſaluation, there will be no more donbtfull waging of Law, 


| Not long after him was Prudentim«, who in a booke, intiruled 


Pſychomachia, wherein hee ſheweth whar fights and barrels the 
ſoule hath, ſpeaking of faith, writeth thus, Flee mea ſola [abu : 
T bu faith only is my ſaluation. AndI finde alleaged by that famous 
learned man of our time, D, Hwmphrey,in his anſwere to Campians 
firſt reaſon: the like out of one Viftor Cemenſis, as I take it, but his 
wordes aretheſe, writing of Abrahams faith , (Tedidit, nude fie 
dri conſenſio ſola, plenans ad inſlitie & meritireputata coronam eff : 
ABRAHAM beleened, andithi conſent only of bare faith, was ins= 
pruted to him for a full crowne of righteonſneſſe and merit. 

Yet haue I reſerued three great Rabbies inthe Romiſh Church, 
for the ſhutting vp of this queſtion, who if they ſpeake, as their 
Fore-man hath done, and many other before them, I hope, we ſhal 
be found not guiltic of errour , much leſſe of herefie. The firſt of 
this company is Gratian,the very ſtore-houſe of their Canon Law, 
who very plainely affirmeth, that fidei ſoli venia promuttiiur : T's 


Penit. cbs- faith only is pardon promiſed, And alittle after , Fide ſola peccats 


vitas oft a 


relaxantar: By ſaith only, ſinnes are remitted, If any man anſwere, 
that he there telleth vs but what Awg»ſtine faith : true ; but with- 
all he alleageth ir, not as miſliking, bur as approuing it as ſound 
doArine. After him commeth Peter Lowbard, thoughequall in 
time (for it is ſaid that Gratias, and Lombard, and Petris ComeStor, 
were all brethren, and the baſtard children of a Nunne) Zombard, 
I ſay, Biſhop of Paris, whoſe authority in the Church of Rome, 
was like that Pythagoras had among his Schollers, among whom 
it was enough, to ſay, The Maſter Gich it. His writings are in ſuch 
account with them , thatthey are the yery ground of Popiſh or 
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Schoole diuinitie, In ſo much, as ſince hee wrote his bookes of 
Sentences, very many by their Commentaries haue laboured to 
explane him, ſtudying ſomtime to make him agree with himlelfe, 
ſometime with that the Church Romiſh hath formerly taught, 
Lambertua Danes, in the place before alleaged, reckoneth artthe 
leaſt 37. or 38. who haue taken ſuch paines, and yer as not hauing 
reckoned all, referreththem, who are defirous to know of mo,vn- 
to Tritheminus, it 

This great DoRor of the chaire for Schoole-diuinitie, in a Pre- 
face he writeth before his Commentaries vpon Paxls Epiſtles, in 
the very latter end thereof, gathering a- briefe and ſwmme of the 
former part of- Pals Epiſtle tothe Romanes, hath theſe wordes ; 


Pluribus mods eftcndit inflitiam & ſalutem, aque Indews & Gentibus jp, 1 
efſe, non per legem ſed per fidew Teſu (briti, vt a lege eos tollat, ein prefat in 
ſola fide Christ: cos conjlut wat : The Apoitle many waye; proutth , that Comment. 
righteonſneſſe and ſaluation is be:h to [ewes and Genttles alike , not by MEPPant, 


the Law, but by faith of Ieſus Chrift , that be way with-araw ther, 
from the Law, and ſeitle them in the only faith of (hriif, Aud after, 
in the very beginning of his expoſition, vpon the third Chapter - 


. of the Epiſtle ynto the Philippians : (ontre P/eudo-apoFiolos cor Lombard. 
monwit, ne legalia ab ei; recipiant ſed fidem Chriſti ſolam ſufficere cre= in Epiſt, ad 
dant : Againſt falſe Apoſtles he bath admon;ſhed them , that theyre. Philip. c.3. 


ceine wot of them precepts of the Law , but beleene that the only faith 
of Chriſt ſufficeth, | 

Yet haue we the DoRor of DoGQors behinde , that Angellical 
Door (for ſo they call him) whoſe wordes at Rome are Oracles, 
and his writings, with too many, haue more credit, then the fa- 
cred Scriptures. Yet in this, I belecue, he will proue a Lutheran 
or Caluiniſt, I know not whether, but ſure 1 am a Paulin. Yee 
ſhall heare his owne words, that you may know I wrong himnot, 


CHMoralinm legitimus v/me. oft (faith he) vt bomo non attribuat ets, Tho.Aquin, © 
quam quod it £4 continetir. Data eft lex vt cognoſcatur peccatum-, 1.,Tim.z. 
Rom.7.Goncupiſcentian neſtiebam,niſi lex diceret : Non concupiſces, te» 


wod dicitar in decaloge. Notable good counſell it is, which in 
theſe wordes hee giueth, and ſound and Chriſtian inſtruction, 
which I would it were well wacked. The lawfwll vſe (ſaith he) of 
the moral precepts is, when a man aſcribeth net any thing to them, but 
what in them 1s contayned, The Law # ginen, that ſinne might bee 


krowne, Rom.7, I knew not lu#t, except the Law had ſaid , Thow ſhalt 
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not /nit, as is ſaid mthe Decalog, Now marke the concluſion, which 
he hereupon inferreth. Now eſt ergoin xs ſpes inſtificationts, ſed in 
ſola fide, Rom. 3. Arburamnr hominem inftificariper fidem , ab/q, v- 
peribus legis : Therefore , there #s not in them (the precepts of the 
Law) any hope of inſtification, but in faith only, Rom. 3. We conclude 
that a man us inflified by faith, without the workes of the Law, IT haue 
the more carefully ſer downe his words, becauſe they are ſo plaine 
and pregnant for ys, For firſt, he teacheth that the lawfull vſe of 
the morall Law,is to let vs ſee our finne (not to ſecke for iuſtifica- 
tion by it, as after he ſheweth.) And why ſhould wee bee taughr 
this, if not to driue vs vnto Chrift? Then allo he affirmeth, that 
there is no hope of ſaluation therein, but in faith only, And that 
which doth much contradi our now Romiſh Catholikes, he ga- 
thereth this do&tine of Tuſtification by faith only, euen our of 
theſe wordes of Pal, as we doe, How now can we be Heretikes, 
and your Angellical DoQor a Catholike ! No, no, hee writeth as 
plainely for Juſtification by faith only , as any of vs. It is high 
time thepurgers of mens writings ſhould be ſet on work, to mend 
their [ndex Expurgatorins, that Thomas may bee taught to ſpeake 
otherwiſe then thus;or elſe he will marre all, for he Peake here 
not Romiſh. | "ey | 
For to make it more plaine , what hee thinkerh'elfewhere tbo, 
concerning iuſtification by workes , when-duly and indiffeteritly 
he conſidereth of the word it ſelfe, and examineth that he writet 
by the true touch-ſtone, one place more, out of the ſaid Thomas, 
I truſt, ſhall not be thought tedious. Expounding the wordes of 
S.Paul to the Galathians, As mary 4s are of the workes of the Law, 
are vnder th: enrſe, He ſheweth , the Apoſtle ſpeakethhete of all 
workes, Ceremoniall, or Morall. Opera enim non ſunt canſa quod 
aliquis ſit inſtus apud Deum, ſed potins executiones & manifeſtationes 
inftitie. Nam nullus per opera inflificatur apud Deum, ſed per habitum 
fideignon quidem acquiſitum, ſed mfuſum. Et ideo quicung, ex operibus 
legis mſtific ari querunt, ſub maleditto ſunt, quiaper ea peccatanonree 
monentur, nec aliquis quo ad Denm To » ſed per babitum fidei 
Charitate informatum: For ({aith he) workes are not the cauſe why a 
man is inſt before God, but the executions rather , or manifeſtations of 
inflice. For by workes is no man inftified before God, but by the habit o 
faith, and that not gotten, but ginen. Whoſocuer then by the workes + 
the Law, ſecke to be inflified, are vnder the curſe, becauſe by works onr 
wes 
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fianes are not put away, ne)ther 15 any inſtified before God, but by faith 
beautified with loue, Theſe two lentences of Thomas of equine 
being duly weighed , doe as plainely auow Iuſtitication by faith 
only, and diſproue Iuftification by Workes and our owne Merits, 
as any thing we doe ſay or write : inſomuch,, as if he were aliue, ] 
make no doubt, but he ſhould be forced eyther to recant,or would 
be accounted a Ca/#mſft, hee followeth ſo truly rhe trace of Sainz; 
Paals Doctrine herein, 
But, what if our Countriman Staplcton bee of this minde too ? 
T know that (if hee were aliue) he would nor ſay ſo forany thing, 
he hath alwayes beene ſo peſtilent and peruerſe an enemic to the 
ſame, calling theDoQrine of Tuſtification by faith only, Amoft 514p, amid, 
wicked and moſt peftileat Dotlrine, Yea,& elſewhere too, he is no» in Arg, 
thing better perſwaded thereof, but ſayth, /t z impizxs , and fall of 19% 
ſpam: : ſo ſhamefully doth this impious wretch, write of this moſt ANY 
comfortable Doctrine, But we will not moue him to ſay it plainly: "A 
wee will not ſtand vpon termes; ſo hee teach the ſubſtance of the 
Doctrine, we will beare with him. And with a little hclpe hee will 
be brought to that, We will but lend him a Mair propoſition, 
much like that which I vſed in the beginning of this diſcourſe of 
Iuſtification by faith only, and he will fit himſelfe of a Aſiner,and 
ſo iumpe with vs in DoQtine, If ther Apoſtle exclude from Tuſti- 
fication all workes, ſo as they haue no power to iuſtifie, then faith 
only doth iuſtifie:but he excludeth all workes from hauing power 
to iuſtific : therefore faith only iuſtifieth. The Mator I haue 
ſhewed before, is not to bee denyed of any Papiſts, becauſe that 
they ſeeke not to ioyne with faith any thing in the matter of Iuſti= 
fication, but only workes. As for my Minor, itis granted by Stre. g, 4p. Aiiti, 
pleton in the words before alleadged , that the eApoſtle excludeth jy y8.;, ' 
Workes from haning p:wer to s»ſt1fie abſolutely, that is, to forgine 10, 
ſinnes. Thus haue we one more on our fide then we hoped for,and | 
ſo may be bold(Irruft)to conclude. 
Now, although this cloud of witnefles is ſufficient, T hope, to 
cleere vs from any ſiniſter imputation of euill dealing, as if wee 
would teach that is ſtrange, andnot heard of, but of late dayes : 
yet we hauc in this point, a better teſtimonie then all men can af- 
foord ys, For the aſſurance of this Doctrine is this, that the ho. | 
ly Ghoſt ſealeth vp this confidence in our hearts, and Gods Spirit ron, 8,15. 


beareth witneſſe with our Spirit, that wee are the children of God , and 
haring 
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banmy recemed the Spirit of adoption we are bold to cry, Abba Father, 
This,this,I ſay,is the argument that more perſwadeth the children 
of God, then all that men can bring. This argument did ſo con- 
uince euen the very conſcience of Saint Pam, That the righteonſ- 
neſſe of the Law was (as T may lo ſay) but lothſome to hims, in compari= 
ſon of that righteouſneswhich he longed after by Chriſt, This rightcou 
neflc wholo hath a truc feeling of, he doth bur laugh to ſcorne th 
idle diſputations of them , that ſecke to proue it muſt bee had by 
Workes, 

But I am not ignorant, how our Aduerſaries doe what in them 
lyeth, to elude the teſtimonies of God and all good men, and as 
much as they can,to dimme the verie light of our conſciences;that 
wee ſhould not ſec this comfort. And therefore Bellarmine ſcemeth 
to make ſome anſwer to ſome few places alleaged out of the Scrip- 
tures and Fathers againſt them. So doe the Rhemiſts too, in their 
Annotations ypon the new Teſtament, But all in yaine : the Sunne 
of truth ſhineth ſo cleere, that all they can doe,is not ſufficient to 
dimme the light thereof. Forthis word, Faith enly,being fo com- 
monly vſcd as it is,teacheth vs,that nothing but faith js that which 
by our Sauiour Chriſt iuſtifieth. For it only cannot be ſaid to doe 
it, ifeyther Law of Ceremonies, or of the Commandements , the 
workes eyther of the vnri ghteous or of the faithſull bee ioyned 

 withit. And therefore, though our Aducrſaries would ſometime 
exclude one thing from iuſtifying, ſometime another : yer ſo lon 
as they exclude not all, bur faith in Chriſt Teſus, from being cauſe 
of our Iuſtification, they ſceke but to deceiue vs. 

YerI denie not, but workes, as S. eAguftine ſayth , doe follow 
him that alreadie ts inftificd, though they goe not before him that 65 to be 
inſiefied.For they are (as a little before I ſaid out of Thomas of eA- 
qume ) the execution and manifeſtation of our righteouſneſle, bur 
no cauſes therof. In which ſence,the Fathers very often, eſpecially 
Saint Augaſtine, in many places hauing ſhewed plentifully out of 
the Apoſtle, That we are *ſtified by fanth without the workes of the 
Law : Yctwithall, he giueth vs to vnderſtand, that, Hoc non a- 
git, vt percepta ac profeſſa fide, opera inffitie contemnantur : hee goeth 


. not about thereby to makg vs contemne the workes of righteouſneſſe, we 


once hauing receined and profeſſed faith, No,we (when once we are in> 
flified) are Gods workeanſpip,created in Chrift leſu vnts good works, 
which God bath ordained that we ſhonld walke inthem, | 


Againe, .. 


Inflifeation by Faith. 


_ 


Againc, they tell vs, ſome of the Fathers fpeake of faith as it is 


 Dogmaticall,for our profeſſion or ny tr that inſuch ſence 


k 


only they affirme , Faith only toiuftife , becauſe it is the true, and 
not a falſe faith that muſt ſaue, Of which I ſayd ſomewhat be- 


. fore, when Ialleadged the words of Leo, for confirmation of our 


Dodtrine, But yet ſomewhat more to explane the matter, wee mult 
conſider that faith hath two reſpeRs : The one as it is an outward 
thing which is taught, or wee may readeof itin Bookes. That 
pierceth the cares, ithathalſo conſent of the minde and ynder- 
Randing,when we yeeld to the truth therof.But this;though a true 
faitht yet vntill it be planted in the heart and beleeucd , iuſtifieth 
not. As for example, the Deuill may and did know the truc faith, 
as when he ſaid, eſis, the Sonne of God , what bane wee to doe with 
thee? Againe, What hane we to doe with thee Jeſus of Nazareth? art 
thou come to deſtroy v5?] know what thou art ,That boly ome of God.We 
reade alſo elſewhere in Saint Aarke, When the wncleane Spirits ſaw 
(*rift, they fell downe before him and cryed , ſaying.Thon art the Senne 
of Go, And Saint James ſayth plainely, The Denils beleene that 
there i: one God and tremble, But our Aduerſaries will grant, that 
alchough it is a Catholicke faith that the Deuils hane: yet it fur- 
thereth them not to ſaluation; Thar faith in Chriſt Teſus doth iu- 
Qifie is a true faith, that is a true DoAtrine; yet no doubt acknow- 


Outward ; 
Dofrine, 


Mat $8.19, 
Mari 1:24» 


Marg.3.1t 


lam.1.19e 


ledged of many, that ſhall never find with comfort the ſweetneſle 


thereof, Burt when this perſwaſton is well rooted in the heart, ſo 


that it maketh vs to reſt and repoſe our ſelues vpon God, which 


we call belecuing in God,then doth it iuſtifie, Thus then, although 
itis moſt true, that it muſt be a Catholike, nor an Hereticall faith 
that ſauetf :7et euen that true & Catholike faith doth not quicken, 
itdothnot ſancifie, or iuſtifie , vnleſſe to our endlefſe comfort, 


wereceiue the ſame into the heart. And ſoas the Catholike faith 


is.only auailcable; ſo vntill it be received into the hearr, it helpeth 


, not, andthen it only iuſtificth, 


. But many things are out of the Scripture obieRed againſt this 


* Do&rine, whereby the ſimple, and ſuch as are not acquainted 
: with the Word, neyther by long cuſtome hane their wits exerciſed to 
* diſcerne koth good and enill, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrewes ſpea- 


keth, may ſoone be deceiued. For to ſuch as haue not judgement 

to trye Metals, cuen Tinne will ſceme Siluer, and Copper Gold; 

becauſe.in colour they are fomewhart like, To ſaynothing of ſuch 
OM | 
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or worthy, 


married ſeuen husbands, who all dying, they would know whoſe 
| FE wife. 


places, it may bee dangerous in theſe our euill dayes, leſt thereby 


{ome that defire to know the truth, by the name of Scripture, 


wreſted to a wrong ſence, may beledinto errour. And yet to ſpeak 
of cucry particular place alleadged would bee vexie tedious , for 
they are many. I haue therefore thought good to draw them in- 
to / ms few heads, and ſo anſwering their principall allegations, 
it will not be hard to iudge of all others alſo. | 

I will beginne with ſuch Scriptures as ſeeme to aſcribe Worths 
neſſe vntomen. For out of them doth Bel{armine thus gather, Dig- 
num eſſe premio, & mereri praminm idem ſurt : To bee worthy of are- 
ward , and to deſerne areward t all one, And to proue this worthi- 
nefſe in men, he alleadgeth foure places, The firſt is taken out of 
the Booke of Wiſedome , God tryed them and found them worthie of 
himſelfe. The Bocke from whence this teſtimonie is taken, is 
knowne not to be Canonicall Scriptures, and therfore of no ſuch 
credit in Gods Church, as that vpon places out of it, wee tmay 
ground any Aiticle of Religion. And this anſwere might ſcrue ve- 
ric well to this obieCtion, But yct the words themſelues docnot 
of necefſity proue merit or worthineſlc of the workes that we doe, 
And that firit in reſpeQt of the perſon that trieth, the alſo in regard 
of them that are tryed. He that trycth his ſeruants,is(I know)wiſe 
enough to examine and ſpye faults, juſt alſo ro puniſh them : But 
he is alfo content to couer with the righteouſnes of his Sonne our 
faults, and to hide our iniquities,. not beholding vs, as in our 
ſelues we are {inners, but as we are in Chriſt righteous. Then al- 
ſo who are they that being tryed are found righteous? Eventhe 
whoſe debt Chriſt hath paid , for whoſe ſinnes hee hath ſatisfied, 
and ſealed vp, as Daniel layth, that they may bee no more remem=- 
bred, Whoſe iniquitie he hath reconciled , to bring in enerl:ſting righ» 
teonſneſſe. Of lach we ſce who bring with themnothing whereby 
they ſhould be found worthy, but haue all from Chriſt, itis'ſaid, 
he f:und them worthy. 

Other two places hee bringeth for which wee are much behol- 
ding to him, becauſe by them we may learne how to anſwere ſuch 
teſtimonies, as ſeeme to aſcribe worthinefle vnto men. One is 
out of the anſwere that Chriſt maketh vnto the Sadduces (a Set 
which thought there is no reſurretion) who thought to intrappe 
him ina ſubtile queſtion. The queſtion was of one woman that 
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wife ſhe ſhould be at the Reſurre&ion? To whom Chriſt anſweres 
thus, 7 hey who ſhall be :onnted worthy to enioy that world, andthere- 
ſurretion from the dead, neither marry wines, nor are married. The 0- 
ther is much like this : That yee may be connted worthy of the King- 
dame of God, for which yee alſs ſuffer, ſaith $. Pan tothe Theſlalo. 
niaus< Now, who knowcth not that we may bee counted worthy 
of that, which in due conſideration we cannot be worthy of? So, 
that they are accounted worthy,proueth not that they are worthy 
j indeed, as ſhall, God willing, by and þy plainely appeare. 

; The fourth place then muſt ſerue the turne, or elſe nothing is 
: ſaid. Thatis, thewordes of our Sauiour Chriſt 'of ſome of Sardiz: 
J Tbey ſhall walke with me in white : for they are worthy. As if Chriſt 
F had faid, they ſhall triumph with me, or rasgne in glory, and life c- 
uerlaſting, for they are worthy. But what are. they worthy in re- 
| ſpe& of their worke, or for the merit thereof? For it not,it helperh 
not our Aduerfaries, 

And that neither they, nor any other, that is conceived ( as we 
all are) of vncleane ſeede, can be worthy in reſpect of workes : 7 
prone thus, No man js worthy of eternall life,in reſpe& ofworks, 
but hee who can fulfill the Law ; but no man can fulfill the Law : 


DE. 8 i 


My firſt Propoſition Iproue thus,God himſelfe faith to his people 
of Iſracl : /f thou keepe my Statutes, thou ſhalt live in them, In which 
wordes, as ws ſ{cca promiſe of life, ſo muſt we obſerue the condi- 
tion of keeping Gods ſtatutes, if we will looke to be partakers of 
the promiſe. And no doubt the Apoſtle S.Paxl, out of theſe and 
{uchlike words hath learned, that which he teacheth ys of the ju- 
ſification,which is of the Law : The man that doth theſe things, ſhal 
lize thereby, But if the condition bee not 'obferued?, thenmarke 
what follaweth ,- Cxrſed i every man , that continueth not in all the 
woraes of this Law to doe them. This continuance in doing the Law, 
and keeping the Statutes of God, teacheth vs neither to be idle, 
nor euill occupicd, andthat wee muſt not ſwarue, either to.the 
right hand'or left, leauing the right path of Gods Law at any 
time. For S.James hath'truly out of this place gathered, that who- 
ſoexer frall keepe the whale Law, and yet faileth inone point, guilty 
of all. Not becauſe, whoſo breaketh one Commandemenr,brea- 
. keth all. A thiefe, in thathe is a thiefe, is not a murderer, or adul- 
terer : but the meaning is, he is-guilty of tranſgreſſien,and there- 
| 4 
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fore cannot bee ſaucd by the Law. If then eternall life be promi- 
ſed to them only, that keepe the whole Law, as is proued, much 
leſle ſhall it be merited by any that fulfill not the ſame, 

My Mynor, or ſecond Propoſition is, that no man canfulkill the 
Law. For confirmation whereof, I minde rather to point ynto ar- 
guments, then any way to dilate them. Firſt therefore, itis aper-' 
ſe&tion belonging only to Chriſt,to keepe the hole Law.He on- 
ly was without finne, becauſc he neuer did tran{greſſe : Hee only 
could offer the ſacrifice of pgrfec&t and holy obedience, ſo that (in 
this reſpe&t) hee only could make the atonement betweene God 
and vs. As for his Apoſtles ( _— , ho doubr, good men) yet 
they prayed, as they had good cauſe : [creaſe onr faith, Helpe our 
wnbeliefe, And our Sauiour himſelfe taught them, and in them, 
the perfeQteſt that ever was,ts pray, Forgine vs orr treſpaſſes, Our 
imperfetions then being ſo many, and ſo great, Sach a bigh Prief 
it became vs to hane, as ts holy, harmeleſſe, vndefiled , ſeparate from, 
ſinners, made bigher then the heanens, For but by ſuch a Mediator, 
our ſinnes are > great, as that wee neu*r could haue beene recon- 
cijed to God, becaule we are farre from keeping the Law. 

Secondly, our owne conſciences will ſo teſtifie with me herein, 
and a vioſ our ſelues, that, I hope, I necde notproduce much 
proofe hereof. Let vs but examine our ſelues by that rule, which 
the Author of all truth gaue ynto ſome , who would ger ( as our 
Papiſts ſay they can doe ) eternall life by doing : by which hee 
meant they ſhould tric and examine themſelues. after ( ſaith a 
certaine expounder of the Law) what foal I doe to inherit eternal 
life ? Anahee ſaid to him , What ts written mmthe Law ? How readeff 
thou? e/1nd hee anſwered, Thow ſoalt lone the Lord thy God with all 
thine beart, with all iLy ſoule, and with all thy firength, and with all thy 
thenght,and thy neighb-ur as thy ſelfe.Then he anſwered bim Thou haſt 

feid right, dee this, and thow ſhalt line. If, I fay, weexamine our 
ſclues, and rie our wayes by this rule ( which is a very true rule, 
and cannor deceiue) we will, no doubt, acknowledge our mani- 
fold tranſgreſſions. For it is impoſſible that fleſh and bloud, ſo 
Jong as it hath within it this birter roote of corruption (which 
whileſt here we liue, will neuer leaue vs) ſhould ſo abandon the 
loue of our ſelues , and our owne delights, that thereby our loue 
of God ſhould be nothing hindered, If we conſider of our beſt 
workes, we ſhall not finde fuch alacrity and cheerefulneſſe _ 
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ſelues,as is fit; neither in the worke ſuchreſpect to Gods will and 
glory; as wee ought to have. So that our conſcience mult needes | 
tell vs, that, becauſe we are conceined of vncleane ſeede,no mancan 1oba14.4. 
make ws cleane: and therefore we muſt fing that ſong that they did, x7 
who thus ſay, Fs hawe brene as an vucleanc thing , and all our righs pc 
teokſneſſe as filthy clowts, And if we make tryall of our loue to our 
Neighbour, he whoſe charity —_—_ moſt aboundeth,will per= 

ceiue himſeife to be of his minde, who ſaid, Proximu egomet mibs; 

] am neereſt neighbour to mine owne ſelfe. So ſhall we be found farre 

ſhort of the duty we owe, cither to God or Man. Theſe things 

are {o plaine to ſuch as haue any feeling conſciences,as thatIneed 

not ſtand ypon proofe hereof. EI — 

Laſtly, the confeſſions of all the godly, will teach vs what wee The con-+. | 
may thinke of our obedience, and fulfilling the Law. Job was a fellions of . 
good man : Nove was like him vpou the earth , an vpright and inſt =_ godly, 

wan, one that feared God, and eſchewed cuill, Yet good lob, asin _ 
ſundry other places he confeſlerh himſelfe to be guiltic,ſo in theſe - 
wordes : If | wowld inftifie my ſelfe, mine owne mouth would condemne lobg.zo, 
me : If { would be perfit, he ſhall indge me wicked. As if he had ſaid, 
If I would goc about to cleere my ſelfe,I cannot doe it,I muſt ac- 
knowledge my tranſgreſſion. David was 4 m4n according to Gods 1. Sam, 3s 
owne heart, as Samnel reporteth : yet,he of himſclfe,and all other, 14. 
ſaith, If rho, O Lord, ftraitly marks our iniquities, O Lord who ſhall py, 3043. 
abide ut ? That is, none can ſtand before thee, to iultifie himſelfe, if | 
thou pry into their lives to examine their tranſgreflions. The An- 
gell of the Lord calleth DAN1EL « mas of defires, God ſode- py, 23. 
lighted in him, and loucd him : yet he in that notable prayer that 
he maketh for the deliuerance of Gods people, now f 9p the 70. 
yeeres of their captiuity were expired, as it were, to put Godin 
minde of his promiſe of deliverance , confeſſeth not only the fins 
of their Fathers, of their Princes, and of the' People ; but wrap- par.g.c,c, 
po himſelfe in that rumber too, acknowledging that to them 7,8,10,11. 
clonged nothing but ſhame and confuſion; to God only mercy 
and forgiueneſle. Pani, we all fay, was a good man allo, rake 
©þ into the third beancn, and heard wordes which cannot be ſjoken, 
which are not poſſible for max to viter : Yet this heavenly man found rom.z, u1, 
by the Law, that when he would dee good, enill was preſent with bim: © | 
whereby it came to paſſe, that he did nor the good thing which hee 19g. 
world, but the enill that be would not, that did £ as a little before, ' 
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the ſame Apoitle hath complayned; Toibeſhort, $. James was an 
Apoſtle of our Sauiour Chriſt, whom he tooke to be:one of the 
witneſſes of his Transfiguration, a faithfull ſeruant-of God: yer 
of himſelft, as well as of other his brethren, he hath ſaid, /»nml- 
tis offendimus omnes : We all offend in many things, Wee, 1 ſay, that 
are choſen of God, we the Apoſtles of Ieſus Chriſt, who haue re. 
ceived the holy'Ghoſt in ſome good meaſure, who are aided and. 
guided by ihe grace of God, we all, I ſay, offend in many things. 
Such confeſſions of the godly, haue imboldened the worthy lear- 
ned Fathers, to ſay after them as doth Hiz's o mn, Nemo legens 
ſeruat : No man keepeth the Law, But of that ſort I will bring no 
mo teſtimonies. The Angellicall Door ſhall ſpeake for all : /»-- 
plere totam legem eſt impoſſibile : It is a thing vp: ſſible to fulfill the 
whole Law. Andthus the premiſles being proued, this concluſion 

. doth follow, that in reſpeQ of workes no man is worthy, 
"But becauſe Chriſt ſaith of ſome of Sardi , that they are wor- 
thy, there is, no doubr, a worthinefle in Gods ſeruants, although 
inrepect of merits wee iuſtly deny it. Therefore, Gods children 
are ſaid to be worthy, firſt 11 reſpeRof their eleRion, in that God 
hath choſen them before the: foundation of the world : eſpecially;ſecing 
we are choſen m Chriſt, in whom only we are found worthy.For we 
who incur ſelucs are not, yet in him are found worthy. The me- 
ditation hereof made the Apoſtle not to make reckoning but of 
this only, That he might be found in Chriſt, not awning his ewne rig h- 
teouſmeſſe which is of the Law, but that whith F throwghthe faith of 
Chriſt. Seeing then we have all our worthinefſe from ChriRt, thar 
we may more earneſtly ſeeke to him, it is needfull that with'all 
the godly we acknowledge our owne vnworthineſſe, Now, true it 
is, that whom God hath predeſtinated (and choſen to be his) he alſo 
calleth (not only externally by outward meanes, bur inwardly al. 
ſo by his grace) ard i»hom he calleth he al/oinſtifieth; and whom he 
inflifieth, he alſo glorifieth: but yet our corruption being ſuth'; as 
will not ſuffer vs ſincerely to follow our calling , and walke wor- 
thy of our profeſſion,our worthineſle in this reſpe& will be found 
bur vnworthinefſe , but as it js ſupplied by that worthineſle of 
Chriſt. Let vs therefore harken to that Hirrowe ſaith, Hec homi. 
nibas ſola perfeltio eft , fi imperfettor ſe efſe nonerint This « the only 
perfettion of men, if they know they are unperfett. And ſo may we well 
ſay of our worthineſle : Herein we only are found worthy , if we 

; an 
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. confeſſe-our. owne; vnwarthines.. For as Saint Augrſtire wiiteth, angutd 1 
. In caqueperficienda eſt iuſtitin ille multumprofecit qui quam louge'\it c _ al 
. aperfettione inſtitie proficiends c:gnouit: Hee hath wuchprofitedin licap.zs. 
this life , in that righteouſueſſe that s tc breperfited, who-by profiting 
hnoweth how much he wanteth of perfeBtzon of righteonſneſſes _ 
Another obieCtion they haue our of ſuchteſtimonies,. as teach 
that God ſhall reward enery man according to hu worke. Of which pat ga," 
ſort the Scripture affordeth vs divers. Aud out of thoſe wordes, Mar.16.27 
Bellarmine draweth this Dorine. Secundum opera ſua, ideſt, vt ox Roma. 
pera merentur , eAccording tohis workes , that is, 4s his workes de« een 
ſerme : I might anſwer him with that golden ſaying cf Saint ef#- Frrerpge 
guſt ine, V « hominum- vite etiam ladabuli , fi remota miſcricordia diſ= "AugCon- 
cutias eam: Woe to the life of man that is commendable,if thonu(Lord) feſſlg.c1z 
ſetting mercie aſide doe ſift the ſame. But that the ablurditie of his How the 
aſſertion;may the rather appeare, itis needfull , that if the reward to: Jeg 
be giuen/ according to the merit of the worke, there ſhould bee : 


: 


accerding | 


ir meriteth. But what proportion can there be betweene workes 
ſo vnperfect as before I haue ſhewed ours to bee, and that eternall 
glorie, which is ſo great and excellent areward, that the Apoſtle 
deſcribeth itin theſe wordes : Tbe things which eye bath wor ſeene, 
eare hath not heard, nether can 2mer imothe heart of man, God hath © OY 
prepared for them that lene him? Howſoever therefore Belarmine 
darcth affirme ; That nou requiritur abſoluta aqualitas inter meri- Bell de, Ju- 
11798 preminm 4 per fit equals? £5 not requiſite betweenxe merit and ſiific.lib.. 
the reward (which thing he indeed barely aftirmeth, without any £418, 
one teſtimonie of Scripture, or ſentence of Fathers ) yet dateI 
boldly pronounce, that if any man faith, that eternall life is giuen 
as.workes deſcrue, and yet that there is no proportion betweene 
eternall life, and the worke, hee ſpeaketh moſtabſurdly., making 
merit no-merir, and deſeruing.no deſeruing, whereas in all-rcaſon 
and learning,how mucha worke wanteth of the equalitie with the 
reward which is to be giuenfor doing it,ſo much irlacketh of me. 
riting that reward. Very well, therefore S, Bernard, after he hath 
ſhewed, That mens merits are wot ſuch, that eternal life ts of right due ,,,, __ 
ro them, or that God: flould doe wrong if he ſo gine it not, becauſe enen \ 1, uu. 
our merus are Gods gifts, and therefore,we are rather boundto God for nunt. 
them, then he tovs, asketh this queſtion : Quid ſwnt merita omnia ad 


rantaw gloriam? Whatare all merits to ſo great glory ? Asit Og 
* al > 


A — 


_ | Au Expoſition of 


13, 


Bill. in 
Mat. Can. 
TOs» 


Tre pen- 
ny in the 
Goſp«l. 
Proſper de 
vocat Gent. 
lib.c.17+ ” 


ſaid, There is no proportion, no equalitie. 'This then which Be/- 
larmine 'heerein hath taught, is as abſurd , as if aman ſhould afe 
firme , that hee doth nor tell twelue penny-worth of wate,or doe 
twelue penny-worth of worke , muſt be deemed to haue truly de- 
ſerued twelue pence. Itrow, Bellarmine would not well like of 
ſuch penny-worthes., 

One other argument I will produce , which plainely enough 
confuteth that-which Belarmine ſayth, that According to the worke, 
muſt be expounded, 4s the works meriteth, Confider of the Parable 
of the Labourers in the Vineyard, whereof ſome went to their 
labour at the dawning of the day, others at the third houre, but 
ſome were not called to worke, before the xt or ninth houres, yea 
other about Sunne-ſetting,that is at the cleucnth houre. The Ma- 
ſer of the Vineyard, when euen was come, ſent for the Labou- 
rers, and 8s hee promiſed to the firſt, paid to euerie one a pennie. 
But they who came firſt, pleaded that they had borne the rap 
and hear of the day , and therefore thoughras our Papiſts doe, 
they deſcrued more then the reſt, But the maſter of the Vineyard 
flrered, they had their gue, and what hee promiſed; if hee gaue 
other more, that hindred'not them. Now, I weuld that our Ro- 
miſh Catholikes would anſwere truly to this queſtion, If paiment 
ſhould haue beene made according to the merit ofthe worke, who 
deſerued moſt? I ſuppoſe they will anſwere ( for otherwiſe they 
cannot truly —_— that they who came firſt to their labour,de. 
ſerued be(ÞÞayment. Yet, wee ſee the laſt had as much as they. 
Therefore it'is plaine, payment was-not made to them, nor ſhalbe 
to vs, as our worke meriteth, but according to'promiſe, For euc- 
ric one had his pennie. CMerces quidem nulla # ex dono , quia de 
betar ex opere : ſed gratuitam Deus owmmibus ex fidet inflificatione do- 
nmauit, There is no wage! of gift (ſayth Hilarie ) for #t x due by the 
worke : but Godhath given a free (reward) vntoall by Jaftification of 
faith. Thereby prouing that rh# penny was not 41 wages, but a free 
reward , not for the worke but giuen in promiſe, Notably there- 
fore, ſayth Proſper (who wrote about that-time, Saint Avgaſtine 
did) who gathereth out of this parable , Operarios. accepiſſe donum 
gratie, nou mercedem operis ; that theſe workemen receined a gift of 
grace, not areward or wages for their works. 

But Be/armine contending for merits, would faine remoue this 
blocke our of the way, Hee feareth leſt ſome of his friends ſtum- 
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bling thereon, ſhould reele from the Romiſh Church, He there- | 
fore out of Augsſtine and others telleth vs, that denarine dinrnus, Bell. de Ins || 
this penny for the day works, is aqualitas eternitatis, non glorie, equa- ſiſie, (h.3.6c (| 
litie of eternitie, not of ylorie. But our controuecrfie is not what this CON 1 
penny is, but in what reſpe& iris giuen, whether for the worthi- * (| 
neſſe of the worke or not? If he ſay for the merit of the worke,the | | 
Parable is againſt his opinion therein, If he ſay itis of promiſe, = | 
as elſewhere he ſeemeth to affirme, wee haue that we ſecke. Wee nel detw- Wil 
ſee (faith he) the whole penny ginen to them, who bad not [abonred the ficl.5.cag. 
whole day : and the Lord bimſelfe ſheweth in theſe words, 1 will giueto 

him as to thes, &c. that this was done not of dxtie, but of liberalitie. 

Heere our aduerſary confefleth,the reward not to be as the labour 

merited. Therefore to omit that needlefle queſtion what this pen- 

nic is, let vs heere remember, that it is not giuen for the worthines 

of the worke. For Bellarmines anſwere ſcemeth to mee much like 

as if Taske which way I may goe to London, and he anſwere me 

it is a faire Citie. Seeing then the reward is of mercie,and not of 

merit, let not vs by afcribin g thatto our workes, which is giuen 

freely in grace,be vnthankefull vnto him, woo ſo lowed vi that be dyed 

for vs, as Saint Hierom exhorteth vs , ycelding this reaſon : «Ab. 1romvyon 
ieftaeft gratia, fi mibi ſola nou ſuffictt, Grace is but caſt away, if it on- 
ly ſuffice me not. 

Thus itis plaine, Itruſt,that, According tothe work is not as our ad- 
uerſaries ſay, As the worke meriteth, But becauſe many,euen among 
Gods pcople,delighted rather in outward ſhew of gedlineſle,then 
inthe 4s thereof, contenting thernſelues to bring their offering 
to the Prieſt, to weare ( with comming to the Temple) the paue. 
ment of Gods houſe, without any true deuotion,to performe ſome 
outward workes in obſeruing dayes and times, __ dyct and ſuch 
like; theſe words teach vs, that the All-ſecing eye is not deceiued 
with ſuch counterfeit holines, but he looketh more narrowly vnto 
the worke it ſelfe. Wherein he firſt beholdeth the fountaine, from 
whence it floweth, and the root from whence'it ſpringeth. For as 
afilthy fountaine cannot yeeld wholſome waters,nor an cuil tree | 
bring forth oe fruit, as our Sauiour Chriſtſayth; ſo cannot a aur.ga8; 
man that lyeth in his naturall corruption of the olde man, doe any - 
thing that ſhall bee acceptable vnto God. The workes that come 
from the Spirit of Regeneration, hee rewardeth in mercie : the 
workes that are only from the 'olde Ap Am , what ſhew of 
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holineſſe ſo euer they haue , in Juſtice hee reieQeth. 

Now, the workes that arc done by the new-borne children of 
God,ſauour much (though not wholy) of the Spirit of regenera- 
tion. For they are done with ſome cheerefulneſſe,and willingneſſe, 
though not with ſuch alacritie, as the godly themſelues with. And 
this cheerefuleſle is a thing well pleaſing vnto God, not only in 
giuing to the reliefe of the needy, bnr euen in all ſeruice that wee 
performe to him, When Gop appointed the Tabernacle to bee 
made, andpeople were to bring Ruffe of all ſorts towardes the 
making thereof, yet might none be accepted vnleſſe ir were-giuen 
with awilling heart, And Danid in that reſpe& commendeth to 
God his Prayers : Accept, O God, the free offerings of my mouth. And 
teaching his Sofne how to ſerue God , hee giueth him this leſſon: 
And thou, Salomon my Soune, kyow thou the God of thy Father , and 
fſerne him with a perfit heart, and willing wind, This graced the wid- 
dowes two mitcs, becauſe her willingnefle of heart, cauſed herto 
caſt into the treafurie, that which ſhe could not'well ſpare, where. 
as other gaue of their abundance; 

They alſo who are regenerate, ayme as neere as they can,at the 
right end in their workes. They doe them not,that they may be ſeene 


of men, pray/ed of men,as do Hypocrits;they reſpe&tnot their pro- 


fir, eſtimation or repuratis among men,neither haue any other ſuch 
worldly reſpe& in framing themleclues to obedience.No,they ſecke 
not thereby to ſatisfie for their fins as Papiſts doe, moſt iniuriouſ] 

againſt the ſatisfaction that Chriſt hath made, bur rather confeſle 
that to bee ſpoken to them which Bernard ſayth:Peccata tina maxi- 
ma ſunt & nminum mnlta ; nequaquan pro tot &f tantis etiamſite exco- 
ries,potes ſatisfacere.T hy ſins are very great & very many. Thou canft 
not ſatisfie for them being ſo many and ſo great, though thou wouldſt 
flay off thy chime. Their chiefe care in performing their obedience, 
is That their Iyght ſo ſhine before men , that they ſeeing their good 
workes, may glorifie their Father which i in Heaen, And although 
they defire earneſtly with ſuch alacritie to ſerue Gow : yet find 
they that moſt truly Saint Auguſtine writeth, alluding to that place 
of, 2.Cor.4.16. Profelto qui ae dic in diem adbuc renonatur, nonaum 
rot oft renonatus, & in quantum nondum oft renenatus, in tanti adhue 
invetuftate eff, Surely, hee who is yet day by day renned, is not as yet 
wholly renned, and in aſmmch as bee is not renued, he 1s of the olde man. 


Whereupen he alſo inferceth , Proinde ex bes quod in vernFate ſunt, 
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quamuic iam baptizati, ex hoc ſunt etians fily ſeculi, Therefore in 
as much as they are of the olde man, though they be baptized , yet they 
are beercin the children of this world, And what pertit or vnſtained 
worke, the children of this world arelike to doe, it is not hard to 
geſle. Secing therefore, ournew birth is heere neverperfited, we Onrnew | 
cannot ſo apply our ſclues to ſerue God , as that in-reſpeR of our birch nor | 
ſeruice, we dare ſtand as iuſt before God : but with good Bernard, *** PEmte, | | 
we muſt cry; Meritum menm miſeratio Domini : My merit i the, Ber,in cat, i 
Lords mercy, Hoc enim torum eſt hominis meritum, ſi totam (pens ſham {*r- 61. 
ponat in eo, qui totum hominem ſalunm feeit + For this us all mans me= Yay be 
rit, if his whole hope bee only in him, who hath ſand the whole man, 15 (,. 
And, Deeſt gratie, quicquia merit i deputas: Whatſocuer thou gineſt to per, inCat; 
merit, thou takeſt from grace. Therefore , with eAuguſtine allo wee /er.67. T 
thinke, that, Enumerationi meritorum, prefertur confeſſiopeccatorum, . 
Confeſſion of ſinnes is better then reckoning of merits.Out of all which » ginit, 6:38, 
it is plainegthat according to the worke, is not as the worke meri. 
teth (for our workes cannot merit ſo great bleſſing] but according | 
to the nature of the worke : which if it be a fruit of a good Tree, 
what wanteth in the goodneſle of the fruit it ſelfe, is in Chriſt ful- 
filled,in whom we and all that we doe are accepted. 
And the light of this candle,alſo diſcouereth that moſt impjous 
blaſphemie ot the Church of Rome againſt God, and their trea- 
cherie againſt men : who theſe many yeeres deceiuing the world, 
made them beleeue, that the Pope can pardon, and Prieſts can fa. Pardons 
tisfie for mens ſinnes. The gaine that thereby they haue reaped, is - Popiſh 
l , ' atisfa- 
verie great (if ſuch wicked getting may be called gaine.)For ney- Rions, 
ther doth Pope pardon,nor Prieſts pray,vnlefſe they be wel hired, 
And whoſoeucr hath ſtore of treaſure, may in that Romiſh Church 
be bold to finne, ſeeing the Pope hath Pardons enow, and Prieſts 
can patter out heapes of prayers; But woe to poore ſoules that 
haue no money to buy ſuch merchandize.,With ſuch traſh the fa- 
cred Scriptures are not acquainted, neyther hauec on beene of a- 
ny antiquitie,as our Aduerſaries are forced to confeſſe, Of Pardons purmd.ly 
we cannot ſaymuch({ayth one of them) becanſe the Scripture ſpeaketh diſt, 0. 
ot expreſy thereof. Joby Fiſher our Countrey-man, ſometime Bi- 1*</+3 
ſhop of Rocheſter , acknowledgeth that the vic of Pardons and . 
Purgatorie, eAdmedan ſcro reperts eff, is very lately found eut.But Artic. 18, 
theſe words vnanſwerably confute that impious dotine, ſo iniu- | cont, Aſert: 
rious ro Chriſt his death and paſſion , God ſhall reward every may 14h, 
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according to his worke, 1 ſay, his worke, not other mens workes, For as 
S$.Panl faith, #e muſt all eppeare befere the Tudgement ſeat of Chriſt, 
that enery man may receine the things which are . in bis body,accor- 
ding to that he (not another) hath done, whether it be goed or emill. Ir 
is therefore a farre more Chriſtian leſſon, to learne out of theſe 
wordes, becauſe we are Gods workmanſvip, created i Chrift Ieſus 
onto good workes, which God bath ordayned , that wee ſhould walke in 
them ; while we hae time todoe good untoall men, as S,Paul exhor- 
teth ys, and 70 paſſe the time of our dwelling bere in feare , as $. Peter 
willeth : then fo to puffe vp our ſelues with pride of our merits, as 
if we had ſom* good in vs, that we hae not receined,as the Apoſtle 
vpbraideth the Corinthians, 

Thirdly they obieft againſt this doQtrine of Tuſtification , ſuch 
Scriptures as promiſe ynto workes eternall life. Theſe are they 
(faith Chriſt) which did come ont of great tribulation,and haue waſhed 
ther tong robes white in the bloud of the Lambe. Therefore are they ins 
the preſence of the Throne of God. Of this ſort alſo is that : Come yee 
bleſſed of my Father , mbernt the King dome prepared for you from the 
begmmning of the world : For I mas hungry , aud yee gawe me meat; [ 
thirſted, and yee gane me drinke; 1 was a firanger, andyee lodged 
me, &c. It {eemeth Bellarmine repoſeth in this argument much 
confidence, as did that great Goljah the Philiſtine, in his great 
ftrength and mighty weapons. But not cuery promiſe of reward, 
proueth that the thing, whereunto it is ſo promiſed, deſerueth the 
reward, which our Aduerſaries are to proue.. Bleſſed are they (the 
Truth himſelfe telleth vs) which ſuffer perſecution for righteouſnefſe 

ſake, for theirs ts the Kingdome of beanen. And yet the Apoſtle S. + 
Paul counteth, That the affiiftions ef this preſent life , are not worth 
of the glery which ſhall be ſheweA unto vs. Neither doth the Apoſile 
cake ypon him to controll that, which Chriſt affirmed, For Chriſt 
ſpeaketh of a reward which ſhall be given in mercy: S, Pax tel- 
leth vs, that eternall life cannot be gotten by merits. 

Likewiſe, Whoſoener ſhall gine a cup of cold water only, to one of 
theſe little ones to drinke in the name of 4 Diſciple , verily, I ſay wits 
908 , bee ſball not leeſe hisreward, Vpon which wordes the Author 
of the vnperfe worke in Chryſofteme,writeth this : Nov quia ale 
grid cft quod dat, habet mercedem, ſed quia magnuz eft propter quents 
dat : He hath his reward, not becauſe it is any thing that he gineth,bus 
becauſe bee s great for wheſe ſake bee givethit, And Leo a Pope, 
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handling the ſame wordes too, yeeldeth this reaſon, why a cup of 
cold water, a thing of it ſelfe very meane, ſhould haue promiſe of 
reward, ſaith thus: me per ſe vilre ſunt, fides efficit pretioſa: T hings 
baſe of themſelues, faith maketh precions. But to this end,that which 
before I ſpoke of the workes of the regenerate tendeth. For let a 
man, not regencrate, offer many times of (I ſay not cold water) 
but of moſt precious liquor, to what vſe, or to whom he will ; yer 
cannot he hope for any reward in heauen. For it.is faith that puri. 
fieth our hearts,and alfo teacheth vs to depend vpon the goodnes 
of God, framing our hearts vnto-obedience,and ſeaſoneth our of- 
frings and all that we doe. Iris faith, I ſay., that taking hold of 
the promiſes, looketh in all our workes, not what we = , bur 
what God promiſeth. Non aliquidDeo de dimm & debitorem tene« 
wie, Vade debitorem? quia promiſſor eſt, Non dicimus Deo,Rodde quod 
accepiiti, ſed, Redde quod promififti : We gane nothing to God,and be is 
become onr debter, How us he our debter,? Becauſe he is a promiſer. 
We ſay not ro God, Reſtore what thow haſt receined, but, Pay that thou 
haſt promiſed, And againe, Fidel/is Deus.qui ſe nobus fecit debitorem, 
won aliquid anebis accipiende, ſed tanta promittends : God « faithful 
who hath made bim{/elfe our debter,, wat in takeng any thing of 15 , but 
in promiſing ſo great _ 10 v7, | 
Wee therefore confeſle, that eternall life is a reward giuen to 
good workes, but not in reſpeQof the merit of the worke,but in 
regard of the promife, which he thar is faithfull hath made. A ſer- 
uvantis hyred to doe his Maſters worke, hee agreeth of his wages, 
and taketh the worke in hand. But his Maſter oft findeth fault 
with his negligence, want of skill to worke as he ſhould, or other 
wants, whereby his worke he findeth not well done,which he alſo 
might, if he would, alleage,as not being bound to pay for that is 
not done, or is evill done. Yet his Maſter payeth him that he pro= 
mMiſed z not becauſe his worke deſerucd the wages, but becauſe he 
romiſed him ſo much, and was not willing to rememberall the 
Fules, that were in the worke. Euen ſo is it with the beſt ſeruants 
that God hath. Our ſeruice is farre ſhort of that it ſhould be : yer 
God, for Chriſt his ſake, pardoneth our wants, accepteth our 
good indeuours,and becauſe he is faithfull, is as good as his word 
and promiſe to ys. | 
«A fourth obiefion they haue , our of ſuch places as teſtifie of 
the innoccncy of Gods ſeruants, And they are of two fot, Facthe 
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Prophet Dawid doth very often by that argument-craue aide of 
God, becauſe of his innocency and rightcouſneſſe, Iudge thowme, 
O Lord, (1aith he) according to my righteonſneſſe , and according to 
the innocency that 15 in we. Againe , Let my vprightueſſe and equitie 
preſerneme, Wholo readeth the booke of Pſalmes, ſhall find this 
very con\mon. But out of ſuch prayers, no man may conclude, 
that Damid pleadeth righteouſnes before God,or merit of works. 
He only alleageth, that in this point he was righteous, that he had 
giuen no juſt cauſe to them , why they ſhould ſo perſecute and 
purſue him, and ſecke his life; Therefore hee complayneth , that 
they bate him withont a cauſe, andmake bim reflore the thing hee nener 
zooke, Infinite ſuch places are in Scripture, whereby it plainely ap- 
peareth , what innocency or rightcouſneſſe the Prophet ſpeaketh 
of. Not that he is iuſt before God: but that men deale vniuſtly 
with him. And this is no good argument: Dani ſaith, he is righ- 
teous in reſpeQ of his aduerſaries malice againſt him: therefore he 
pleadeth his juſtice before God himſeife , or that he is ſimply or 
altogether righteous, 

But ſometime alſo rightecouſneſle is aſcribed vnto men here yp- 
on earth. As among ſundry other to Zachary and Elizabeth, of 
whom S. Zuke writeth, Both were inft b:fore God, and walked in all 
the Commandements and Ordinances of the Lord, without reproofe. 
S.eAnguftine handling this very hiſtory, doth truly teach what iu- 
ſtice they had, as elſeywhere,ſo namely in theſe wordes : Secundum 
qnandem inter bomines conuer ſationem landabilem &- probabilem,, 
quam nullus hominuns poſſet infte in querelam vocare : They were inff 
in regard of their converſation, commendable and allowable, ſuch as ro 
man might infily complaine of. And after hee bringeth the example 
of Pan, who according to the righteonſneſſs that wa by the Law, was 
withont reproofe, And yet this righteouſneſſe he accounted dun 
and lofle, Iw compariſon (ſaith Av 6.) of that which he hoped for. : 

And becauſe the Pelagians preſſed him with an authority out of 
Ambroſe, to proue that a man might in this life be perfit,he ſhew- 


 eth what minde S. Ambroſe was of for that point, alleaging ſome 


words of his ont of Ambroſe his Commentaries ypon Eſay,which 
booke is not now extant (that I haue ſcene) although here and 
elſewhere, S, Aug. make mention thereof. And Ambroſe himſelfe 
referreth'ys alſo to that booke; The wordes alleaged are theſe, 
Hntti ſunt perfettiin hoc mande, qui ft perfettionem veram reſpicias, 
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perfelti efſenon poſſuut : Many are perfit in this world, who if you looks 
po'true perfettion, cannot be perfit, Whereupon alſo 8. Angſt. doth 
thus conclude, [tem immaculati ſunt multi , quum ſi mmnutins exc 
1:48; immacnulatus eſſe nemo poſſit , quia nemo ſine peccato : Many alſo 
are undefiled, when as if you ſift the matter narrowly , no wan can be 
vnd filed, 232173280908 

- Notably alſo for this point writeth '$, Ambroſe, by occaſion of 
thoſe wordes of the Apoſtie. Let vs as many as bee perfit , bee thus 
minded; «Ad comparationem ceterorum qns res divinas negligent ies 
carant, perfettt dicendi ſunt, qui adhibita ſolertia perfettions iter ame 
bulant : [n compariſon (ſaith he) of ſuch as are negligent in heanenly 
matters, they may be called perfeit, who are carefuli to wake wn the 
wayes of perfettion, S. BASIL expounding theſe wordes of the 
Prophet Daviv, 1udge me, O Lord, according to my righteouſnes, 


| and according to my innocency that xs in me, taketh innocency to bee 


ſimplicity, or want of experience, whereby men fall into many in» 
conueniences : And righteouſneſle hee /interpreteth to be ſuch iu- 
ſice, as is hominibus comprebenfibilis, & poſſibulis bis qui in carne vi- 
wuunt : Such as menmay attaine to, and ts poſſible for them to hane who 
line in the fleſh: and thus he frameth that prayer : eAd librilem hu» 
mane fragiltatis inſiitiam meam appendens, ita me maices : Waighing 
wy righteonſne(ſe in the wayſcales of mans frailty ,indge me after that 
wamer, By all this it doth appeare, that though ſome are com- 
mended in Scriptures as iuſt men: yet perfe&righteouſnes (which 
only can ſtand before God) none can attaine vnto. For, Cunttorum 
in carne inſtorum imperfetta wftitia eff: The perfetlion even of all init 
men, while they are inthe fleſh, « uuperfit , as S, Hierome ſaith; but 
vnperfe@ righteouſneſle cannot merit eternall life ; therefore no 
perfeRion that man hath here, can merit that life. 

This, which Ihaue already ſaid, 1 would haue thought a ſuffi- 
cient anſwere to thoſe Scriptures, wherein ſome are commended 
as iuſt : but ſeeing ſome contend to eſtabliſh a greater righteouſ- 
nefle in ys, then we can haue, I am forced a little further to looke 
into this matter. Kemnitixs, a great learned man, who hath moſt 
learnedly examincd thoſe wicked decrees of the impious Councel 
of Trent, telleth vs, that Linden, no ſmall foole in the Romiſh 
Church (Rezerendiſs. Epiſcopus TraieBenſis,, he is called) is very 
angry with ſome of his fellowes, for affirming, that God of bu cle- 


mercy and goodne(ſe rewardeth our good workg,to which he teacheth 
| Arc» 
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a reward to be due for the worthineſle thereof. Andradiue Painas, 
Lam ſure, dareth and ſhameth not to write, that the ivy of beaxer, 
which the Scripture calleth the retribution and reward of the righteous, 
is not ſo much ginen them of God freely and liberally , as it is due to 
their worker, And as the Apoſile S,*Paws! proueth our Iuſtification 
by grace, becauſe otherwiſe it ſhould rather bee of debt then of 
fauour (and the reward and grace, ſaith he, are quite contrary ) ſo 
dareth this man ( becauſe cternall life is: in Scripture called are- 
ward) gather this doQtine moſt falſe, That it owght not to be impue 
ted according to grace, but as « debt. And not long after he repro- 
uveth Kerswitizs, for finding fault with the Cenſurers of Colen, for 
writing that God ſet on ſale eternall life, And not much ynlike is 
that, which they of Colen teach,7hat by grace there « mour works 
an infixiteneſſe, that they being ſomewhat bolpen by that gift(of grace) 
dee worthily merit eternal life. Sothat we ſee, they imagine, any lite 
tle helpe will ſcrue the turne: A. plaine proofe, that their Rudie 
was more hoy to defend their doctrine , then'-in finceritie to exa- 
mine themfelues, how vnable they are to keepe Gods Law, ſo as 
they may merit eternall life thereby. 

A man may iuſtly wonder, how any that hath any feeling ofhis 
owne frailty, or any knowled ge of Gods word, can bee ſo beſot- 
red, as to teach that which is ſo contrary to that euery one of ys 
doe, or juſtly may feele in our ſelues, and ſo directly againſt moſt 
manifeſt Scriptures. Is any of them better then he, who ſaid, no 
doubt as well in reſpeR of himſelfe, as of others, What is man that 
be ſhould be cleane ? and he that us borne of a woman,that he ſhould be 
inſt ? Are they more righteous then David, who confeſleth, that sf 
God enter intoindgement with his ſeryants, no fleſh lining ſhall be iufti= 

4, or found righteous in bis fight ? Are they holier then he, who 
ſaid, We hane ſivned, and bane committed iniquity , and done wicked, 


yea, we bawerebelled and hae departed from thy precepts,and from thy 


tndgements? Are they of greater power toreliſt ſinne, then Pan, 
who ſaid, [ dee not the good thing that 1 would, and the enill which 1 
would uot, that doe I ? I thinke, they dare not for yery ſhame, to 
match themſclues with theſe men, that had ſo great teſtimonie of 
their ſincerity from God himſelfe ; at the leaſt they will notpre- 
ferre themſclues, How then dare they ſo ſtand vpon their merits, 
ſeeing theſe godly men haue no truſt intheir works, but ſo wholy 
difable them? 4 
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Neyther is there in the Scripture any thing more plainly deliue- $criprures 
red, any DoQrine more often taught, then that which teacheth arc againſt 
vs to deny our merits,and to reſt only ypon Gods mercy in Chriſt doQrine. . Wl 
for the forgiueneſſe of our finnes, Not by the workes of r:ghteonſ- OY 'Y 
neſſe which we haze done ( faith Saint Pant ) but according to his mere © 
cies he ſanedvi. And againe, God hath ſauedvs, andcalled urwith 2.Tim1,g. 
4 holy calling, not according to our workes , but according to his owne 
purpoſe and grace , which was giuen to vs through Chriſt [elius before 44 
the world was, And againe, By grace ye are: ſaned. through faub and x yyr,q, 
that not of your ſelues, it is the gift of God , not of prorkes , left any PF 

ſhould beaſt himſelfe. And infinite teſtimonies tending to this end (if 
it were needfull) might be brought, prouing plainly how little we 

may reſt ypon our merits,and how little ſoundnes is in our workes, 

an + ok jo alſo ſhewing how little cauſe our aduerſaries have 

to write that eternall life is due to good workes not of mercy, but 

of merit, as LiNDAn, ANDRADIVS, andthe Colen Cen- 

ſurers doe teach. | 

' Thereaſonofthis conceit they haue of their workes, is becauſe 

they ſuppoſe none bur great finnes hinder ourperfeCtion. Lenicw- 
la vitiole (Kemmitius alleageth out of Linden a Popiſh Biſhop) A/> geworom; | 
ſprrgines & neunli ſunt, qu per ſe now maculant nec contaminant , ſed part.r. 
gquaſs palniſcnls leniter aipergunt vitam Ghriftianam, vt nikilomings Veniall 
ramen per ſe ſint perfelta, & vndique immaculata renatorum oper _ my | 
in hae vita, Which, if they bee the words of Lindan, hee victh ſo ys th 
many diminitiues to leſſen and make nothing our breach of Gods . 

Law,as thereby he ſheweth himſelfe to be a very graceles wretch, 

without any eling of the burden of finne. They are in Engliſh 

thus : Lugle, light, petty fines, are 4s ſprinklings and ſmall ſtames, 

which dee not of therſelues blot or defile, but 4s it were with ſmall dy#, 

foe loghtly\ ſprmkle a Chriſtian life , ſo as, notwithitanding the workes 

of thivegenerate, are of themſelues perfeFt, and cnery way vndefiled. 

Indeed, eAndradins too, though not in ſuch ſcornfull termes (asT _ 

may well call them) teachcth the like DoQtrine : Peccata(laith he) yy or. 
i gue infti quotidie labuntnr, inftitiam exertere nullo patto poſſunt, ac thadox.ex- 
Proinde neque perfetlim & abſolutam legis obedientiam quoque modo flicat..y. 
inpedire : The finnes whereints exen the inft daily fall, can by no | 
neanes onerthrow righteonſneſſe, and therefore canmot any thing hinder ev Colon, 
the full and perfit obedience of the Law, The Cenſurers of Colen al- Ka reyes 3 
Go, though not ſoynmodeſtly, yet as vntruly "+ Zinger, «thre, logiye © 
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[ , | ſpeaking of veniall fins, that Leniaila wee 1m1p105,ntc males efficiunt, 


ner ope) um roſtr ru obſunt efficacie;Thoſe light finnes make men ney 
they withed mor exill,neyther doe they hinder the rfficacie eftheir workes, 
F Which their Doctrine, to bee moſt abſurd and falle , 'wee maj 
Wl Theta PrOu* by many reaſons, as firſt thus, Every breach of Gods Law 
£7” aſl makech our obedience vnperfit: but euery veniall finne is a breach 
# hinderour of Gods Law,therefore cuery yeniall finne maketh our obedience 
| | 'T obedience ynperfit. My Mater I would thinke ſhould need no proofe, ſecing 
WH and ſtaine 1.1. where breach of a Law is; there is not abſolute obedience to 
T the ſame. And Saint ſames telleth vs, Whe/oewer fhall kerpe the 
| Tam.10. whole Law,and yet feil:th in one point, hee guilty of all, But that 
euery veniall finne is a breach of Gods Law, is plaine.For if there 
beno breach of Law, then is not forgiueneſle needfull : bur for. 
giueneſſe is needfull for the taking away of veniall finnes,'as is 7 
moſt manifeſt by that place of Saint John : If wee acknowledge our 
1Job.1.8.9 firmer, he s faithfull te forgine vs our fines, and to cleyſe vi from all 
vnrighteouſre Pn—_ we ynderſtand that the finnes that Saint 
John ſpeaketh of, are by forgiuenefle to bee done away. *And that 
| he ſpeaketh cf veniall finnes, not only eAndradine, Painas doth 
4naro. Or- teſtifie, but Bellarmine allo in plaine words. So tharby two wit- 
_ neſſes of good credit among our Aduerſaties , it appearerh, that 
4a — yeniall finnes are no otherwiſe taken away then other 'finnes are, 
pell.de A- and therefore that our perfit obedience is by them fo hindered; as 
miſ-grat.l.z that it cannot ſtand before the juſt Tudge. 


Cap.b, Againe,whatſoeuer {nnes are ſhort of that obedience that God 


| commandeth in this Law, Thew fpalt lrue the Lord thy God with all 
i peut.s.5, thy beart, with allthy ſoule, with all thy might: are hinderances ynto- 
the perfe&ion of obedience : but the ſinnes which they call venial 7 F 
doe that ( for in committing of them our whole heart; minde and 
ſoule is not bent to obſerue Gods Law)therefore ſuch(ſiniies fea 
hinderance to'our 'petfit keeping of the 'Law. But to'be ſhort 
If veniall finnes be n6 tranſ{grefſion'of Law, they are to bermuch 
blamed that call them finnes : ( For where there uw no Law, thire ve 
no tranſereſſion) but if they bee'# breachi'of Law, as before Iſaid, 
they are of the nature of finnes;and ynlefle they be partdned; ſhall 
| alſo haue the reward of finne.” MIBTCREE AIGUA, 3+ 4-05 002 
- Thegodly , But what ſeeke Ito prove that, which euvery'mahs owne'con- 
Foare their ſcience (if they benot roo much beſotted) will tell chem? Was it 
| yeaiallins nor yeniall fines as.our Aduerſaries account) tharmade'Pap! ety 
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qut as he, doth: O wretched man that I am, who ſoali deliner me from Rom 7.14, | 
the bedie of this death ? He could neuer haye fajd ofhimſclfe as he | 
doth, of being without reproofe concerniog the Law, if he had 
beene ſtained with notorious and ſuch as they call mortall finnes. 
And ſhall Paw be ſo ſcarred with veniall finnes, and can wee ima» 
gine they make vs nothing the worſe? How much better were it | 
or vs with good Bernard to confeſle : Paſſio tne vitimum refuginm, py, jv cy 
ſmgulare remedinn, Dificiente ſapientia, tititia non [ufficiente, ſuco S$er,x2, 
cambentibus ſanititatis meritss illa ſnecurrit. O Lord, thy paſſion «s 
my laſt refuge, a ſingular remedy. For when wiſdome wanteth, Iuſtice 

ſuſficeth not, and merits of holtweſſe faile, that helpeth. And thusI 
truſt it doth appeare, that howſocuer our Aduerſaries teach of ye- 
niall, ſinnes ( which they confelſe are in the godly) yet are they 
ſuch ſtaines in the garment of our righteouſneſle, as are notto bee 
ſhaken off with euery knocke of the breſt, or waſhed off, with 
ſprinkling a little holy-water or other ſuch like tryfling deuices. 

No, no:vnlefle this our garment be-dipt in the bloud of Chriſt and 
ſo made white, it will cuer appeare dehiled. - 

A fift obiefion. They tell vs that eternall life is called a reward, 

great i5.your reward in Heauen, As before in anſwering their third Me. 5.12, 
obieRion, Iſfayd, that not cuery promiſe proveth that which is 

giuen, to be merited by the worke : ſo heere I doe auerre,that the 14, 16. If 
calling of eternall life a reward, doth not cuict, that.it is given in erernallis MW 

regard of the worthinefle of the worke. If you demand, why it calleda. - 

is then called areward : I anſwere, It pleaſeth God not only-to ac- **vard. 
quaintvs with his will,that we may know what is good and what | 
is eujl: but alſo by many arguments ſometime of his power, ſome= + +. 

time of his Iuſtice, ſometime of his goodnefle to moue his people 4 

to obedience. To them therefore,that with more alacritic,,#hile we Gah6.10, 

haut time to do good vnto all men,as the Apoſile exhorteth, he telleth 

vs that our labour ſhall not be without reward. The like argument 

doth the Apoſtle vie tothe Corinthians, Therefore my belowed bre= | Cyx5.50 

thren., be yee ftedfaſt, ummoneable, abundant alwayes m the works of 

the Lord, knowing that your labour it not in waine inthe Loyd, 

.  Buteternall lifeis called a reward : Beitſo, Itis alſo called a 


of the warld, Ifprepared ſo long fince forthem, then nor beſtowe 
for the worthineſle of their worke;: If a Kingdowe;, it is an inheri> . 
tance, that is giuen by grace(forwe are ſonnes by adoption)beires 
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of God, andhevres annexed with Chrift. Or elſe by eleion we haue 
this inheritance. For no man is elected toa Kingdomein regard 
of his merits, eſpecially, ſo long before hee can doe any thing fot 
ir, The Apolle calleth it a reward of inheritance, Te ſhall receine 
arewardof inheritance (layth he.) 

Howſocuer, therefore it is called ſometime areward, yet is it a 
reward that is promiſed , and therefore Saint Paw! ſayth, Wee are 

'heires by promiſe. And therefore Belarmne himſclfe confeſſeth, that 
remota promiſſione, non tenetur Deus acceptare opm noſirum ad mer- 
cedem : taking away the promiſe,God is not bound 19 accept our worke, 
a0 reward it. Now if a father _—_ his ſonne , being yer but a 
childe both in ſtrength and diſcretion (and ſuch children are we in 
hcauenly matters)a great reward, if hee doe ſome ſmall matter at 
his appointment, yet ſuch as hee knoweth paſleth eyther his abi- 
litie or skill : whether ſhall we ſay when this recompence is given, 
that it is of promiſe or of dutie ? The ſonne indeuoureth as well 
as he can to doe it, and with much adoe with continuall helpe of 
his father, he doth it at length inſome ſort. T hope no-man-ill 
ſay his worke deſerucd it. For the Father promiſed much for a 
ſmall matter , hce helperh his ſonne to doe it, and beareth inthe 
end with many wants: cuenſo God for the little that wee can doe 
promiſeth much, and that wee doe hath many Iimperfe&ions too. 
Can wee then thinke ofmerit ? No,no, the Spoxſe of Chriſt doth then 
ſhew her ſelfe to be mare full of grace, when foe aſeribeth all to grace, 
knowing her part is firſt andlast. 

Bur againſt the meriting of the reward, that parable in $, Luke 
is moſt plaine. A ſeruanc ploweth, ordoth any other worke in the 
field, when hee commeth home , his Maſter biddeth him nor fir 
downe,bur willeth him to drefſe mear, and giue himſelfe,and wair 
and ſerue him : teaching vs that we haue notime to beſtow other. 
wiſe then vpon our Matters worke. #7 muſt alwayes while wee line 
be doing, ſaith eAmbroſe. This Parable ſheweth (ſaith TheophilaBt ) 
that «man muſt not be proud of any good works : no, neyther yur inthe 
fulfilling of all the Commandements. Fer the ſernant muſt doe what 
his c Mater commandeth , neither muſt hee aſcribe it to himſelfe as « 
good worke. And Ambreſe gathereth the fame leſſon too. Let no 
wan glory of worker, for we owe onr ſernice te the Lord, Sodoth the 
Cartefes alſo. The ſernant & tyed: toths, and after hu worke inthe 
fea, be moſt laben i the bunſe that hemp decy be labeniing. 
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It being thus, let ys conſider of the conclufion of the Parable. 
So likewiſe ye , when you hane done all things which were commanded 
Jon, ſay, We are unprofitable ſernants we hane done that was our dutie to 
doe. If that ſeruant were wnprofitable that did all ( ſayth Hierom ) 
What ſhall we ſay of hins that could not doe it? Theophilatt alſo in 
like manner. If when we hane done al{the Commandements, yet wee 
hang no cauſe to thinkg well of our doing, how greatly doe we finne,when 
wor doing the greateſt part of Gods Commanaements; yet we areproud 
of our doing? The Carthafian likewiſe : If they mutt account thems- 
ſelues unprofitable ſeruants, who haue fulfilled all the Commandements; 
what ſhall we doe, who in ſo many things tranſgreſſe , and ſo vnperfeitly 
perohance keepe that we keepe , that as the Prophet Elai ſayth, all our 
righteouſneſſe is ikea filthy clout ? 

But Bellarmins telleth vs, that Chriſt ſo concludeth to teach hu. 
militie. I anſwere with Bernard, Sane propter humilitatem, ſed num. 
quid contra verit atem? True indeed for huwility:but i it againſt verity? 
He alſo elſewhere thus ſpeaketh to that ſeruant : Tow are free from, 
axty, but not glorious by merit : Tow hae eſcaped pumſtment , but 
hare not gotten the crowne, The Parable teacheth vs, that all wee 
can doe is dutie, therefore wee may notthinke of merit : becauſe, 
whatſocuer wee are able to performeat any time, in any place, by 
any meanes, we owe all that ſeruice to God. 

Laſtly; I come to thoſe words of Fames, in ſhew as contrarie to 
Saint Paxlas can be; yet becauſe they both bad one teacher, both 
were guidedin m— by one Spirit, and were both of one faith 
and Religion, we are {ure both teach one Doctrine. And yet Paw 
fayth, We are inflified by faith without workes. Tames layth, Wee are 
inflified by workes,and not by faith only:and both theſe are moſt true, 

.. For if we ſpeake of the cauſe of Juſtification, then muſt wee hear- 

ken to Saint Paw, who teacheth, that is by faith without workes, 

But, becauſe many twrning the grase of God into wantonnefſe, gathe- 

red qut of the Apoſtles words that ſo they beleeued, they needed 

ne regard or care how they liued,as Ang»ſtine laithin moe places 
then one : Therefore Saint /ames teacheth , how men ſhall know 
that wee are juſtified, and what manner of faith this true faith is, 

For faith withoug workes as it is nota true, or liuing, but a coun- 

terfeit and dead faith, ſo it auaileth nothing to TuRifcation, | 

..'Sothat the word of Inſtification, hath nor the like ſignification 
in $.lames,that ithadinS, Paxl, Forlp S,Pewl itis taken for Fro 
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WT Expoſition of 


— Iuftification before God, as in the: beginning 1 haue-declared 


plentifully. And in S.Zames it —_ that Iuſtification before 
men,whereby we are knowne to'be righteous. $.,lJames his words 


low, :. 18. tend to that end : Shew we thy faith by thy workes, and ] wilt ſhew 


| | ruſag, 


thee my faith by my workes, He would hauca faith ſhewed to men, 
which cannot be but by workes : for workes are the touchſtone, 
whereby a true and liuely faith is diſcerned from a falſe and dead 
faith, when oportunity is offered tovs , to bring forth that fruit, 
Otherwiſe the faith that many ſpeake of, will proue no better, 
ſcarſe ſo good, as that the Dewils bane, who beleene and tremble, 
Therefore as S, Peter exhorteth vs to beautifie our ſelues, with that 
better then any golden chaine of Chriſtian yertues , which will 
g. make vs neither 1le nor unfruufull, in the knowledge of our Lord leſia 
Chrif, ſo doth S.ſames giue them of his time to vnderſtand, how 
they haue miſtaken a bare name of faith and knowledge of Chriſt, 
for an effectuall and a juſtifying faith. = 
Hetherefore ſpecakerhin this ſort: Thou ſaiſt thou haſt faith I 
ſee it not, for thy workes ſhew no ſuch matter. Proue then before 
men that thou haſt this confidenge in God, that thou halt this aſ- 
ſurance within thee, of thy atonement with him. Primaſins who 
wrote about 1100. yeeres fnce; ſo expoundeth theſe wordes, re« 
conciling that which feemed to-bee contradiRion in the-Apoſiles 
S. Lame: (faith be) peaketh of the workes that ſhew a man te bifarth- 


Roms. 64p.3- full, as himſelfe in that which followeth , expeunderh it + Shew me by 


workes thy faith, It is workes whereby faith is knowne, Venerable 
Bedealfo is of that minde, that [mes would vt fiaews.ſnam per op e- 
ra probarent: That they ſhould prone their faith by their workes,” But 
Thomas of Aquine the Angellicall Door, whoſe authority-inthe 
Romiſh Church will beare the ſway, will looſe this Knots Forre- 
conciling thoſe wordes of Pav i. Nomani wu rh 
with theſe wordes of James, ABR AHAM' Wwerinftified by workes 2 
He telleth that the juſtification that is of workes,/iFan execution 
or manifeſtation of righteouſneſſe, whereby he # ſhowed #6 #2 inft] 
. - And, by and by after : The righteonſneſſe before God iint the' inner 

* heart: but therighteonſues that is of workes that i that makgthknowne 
or manifeft him that is inſt : i before men.What can be ſpoken more 
plaine? S, Paw teachieth how with boldnes wetnby ſtand before 
God, pleading gd 4.y (now this confidence'is alwayes'with- 
in vs) S. Jawes wo Br by their fruit'to appeare ynto-6- 
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Tuſtification by Faith, 


thers, Lef wen deceine their owne hearts, and the Religion of ſuch men 
prove vaine, as himſelfe ſaith elſewhere, Thus then truly confide. 
ring, in what ſenſe the one and the other Apoſtle doe take the 
word /#ſt:fication, the difference appearcth to be none at all, and 
ſo the matter is eaſily compounded. 

And thus I truſt it will appeare, the premiſes truly conſidered, 
that out interpretation of the Apoſtles wordes, ( A mans inflified 
by faith wtheut the workes of the Law) is both true and Catholike: 
our conclufion, that our of them we gather is ound, and agree-= 
able to the Apoſtles doctrine, hauing a very great conſent of moſt 
approued antiquitie, yea and of Popiſh writers teo : And our 
workes (how good ſocuer) haue not in them any worthineſſe or 
merit, but are in mercy rewarded according to promiſe. So that 
the ſeruant of God mult learne with good Bernard, to ſay ; Gratia 
reddit me miks inflificatum gratis, & ſic liberatum a ſernitult pecca- 
ti: Grace reftoreth me to my ſcifeinſtified freely, and ſo delinered from 
the thraldome of ſinne. Then ſhall we fng with that multitude of hea» 


__ Souldiers prayfing God and [Y"g, Glory be to Godon "ighe Yea 
8 Beaſts 


with thoſe wary «Angels rownd about the Throne,and about! 
and the Elders,and thoſe thouſand thenſands,Saying with a lowd wore: 
Worthy ts the Lambe that was killed,to receive power, andriches, and 


 wiſcdome, and firength, and honor, and glory, and prayſe : becauſe, O 


Lord, Thon haſt redeemed vs to God by thy bloud,, yea ths haſt loned 
Us, and init baſt waſted vs from onr ſinnes. Which Meditations will 
teach ys,cafting off all confidence in our ſelues, or our owne righ- 
teouſneſle, to reſt only ypon him thet came to deſtroy the workes of 
the Denh, and to ſau bis prople from their ſmes: who hs owne ſclfe 


bare onr faenes in his body vponthe tree, that we bring delinered frome © 


ffune, ſbonld line in righteouſneſſe : by whoſe ſtripes we are healed, To 
him therefore with the Father, and the holy Ghoſt, bee all honor 
and praiſe, now and eucr. AMEN. 
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